q 
JUSTICE FOR INDIA® 


af 5 A LETTER 


u 
A 
Ora” : 


LORD PALMERSTON, 


BY A PLAIN SPRAKIR. 


Boro ave some acts of polly which a magnanimous spirit only oan/Sxooiilat" 
nescort a Conquest of Ife cnitio 


‘ 
2 * dn 
( thy 
eC 


LONDON. 
PUINTRD AND PUBLISHED TOR THD AUTOR BY 
ROBERT IARDWIOKE, 19%,, PICCADILLY 
1858, 


RE RT WARDW UK wun, 6 192 reewnr oy 





JUSTICH FOR INDIA. 


To the Right Tonourable Lord Viscount Palmea ston. 


MY LORD, 

Ir even there wero a question which it behoved 
a nation to cxercise a dispassionate judgment upon, 
it is that gicat quostion which now possesses all 
minds agitatcs all hearts, aud is the theme of 
all tonguos—Jndea, Bul, unhappily, there are 
mixed up with that question so many circumstances 
dulenlated to lead the best and most thoughtful 
minds astiay,—nuional pride, traditional beliefs, 
twaditional hopes, imperfect knowledge, and angry 
passions, —that it requires no slight effort, in 1¢a- 
soning upon it, to hold fast by! the cardinal maxims 
of wisdom, justice, and humanity. On every side, 
from ministers of state, from) ‘nembeis of Patlia- 
ment, from the pulpit, the, blatform, the press, 
resounds the ery,—Cost ue it may, let us spend 
our last shilling and our fast soldier upon it, 
British supremacy must ho ro-cstablished in the 
Teast-Indies; the “foul treason ” of the sepoys must: 
he met as befits the courtrymen of Clive and TIast- 
ings; and an awful and exemplary vengeance must 
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be takon for the enoimities of whieh the rebels have 
boon guilty. Certain phrases, acceptable to our 
national s2lf-eomplacency, and lappy safo fom 
answer in their very vagueness and generality, pass 
gurroué amoug us as unquostionable tuths; whilst 
doubt and cuticism ae rogaided with aversion and 
disdain, and aro quickly diowned hy Vie upoar of 
a m'llion voices. In short, at the present momont, 
i¢ is held to be almost ticason to our country to ash 
to ho satistiod on tho two simple and obsions points 
which present themselves at tho very throshold of 
this momontous question: Fist, what ae wo 
fighting for? Sccondly, is om cause a just one? 
Thus, in presence of 2 question wlich would scom, 
from the important consequences il is Haught with, 
to eall for all ow. prescieneo and wisdom, to do- 
mand # 1eady hearmg for every now st ggescion, and 
to require us to look anxiously both before and 
behind, we aio acting jist as a man would do, who 
plunged headlong inlo an expensive lawamit, without 
one thought as to the value of tho propoity he 
sought to recover, as to the cost of rocovenng it, 
or the justico of his title to tt. 

T cannot consent, my Lord, to act thus blindly. 
T am not of the nuyprbor of those who preach up 
peace at any prec: tliat doctrine T leave to men (if 
vay such there be) who would not ¢cfend ther own 
homes against miding hit robbery, or would lie quietly 
in thou beds whilst a newhbenr’s alarm-bell is 
Hoging loudly for md. So httle, indeed, have T 
iy common with these new-fangled notions, that 
J can oven conceive a just war to lieve a wholesome 
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aud pinilying influence upon the ¢ taracter of @ na- 
tion, by proposing to men who havo been habitually 
engaged in the puisuit of gain, and of mere mate- 
ial advantages, a cause, which appeals to the 
better und higher feclingy of human natme, whieh 
demands thoi indig ation at wion,, then sym pathy 
with right, and calls upon them to do and to sufler, 
without any immediate icference to themselves. 
But, before T can cordially enter iuto a war, Fmust 
know that the object for which I am to spend my 
blood and my tieasuie is really worth the sacutice. 
What converns me, too, still more nearly, I must 
likewise know that the object itself is a just and 
honowable one, onc on which umpatual posterity 
will set the inevocable scal of its sanction. 

Task then, my Loud, of what worth to us is this 
Indian empine, for the maintenance of which we 
aic now engaged in so bloody and costly a war? Is 
that empire indeod, as the phrase goes, the bright- 
est jowel in hor Majesty’s crown; or is it, a some 
suspect, only 2 paste diamond, a glittering sham ? 
And, whatever may be the answer to this question, 
J ask still more carnestly—Is the piesent war a 
usr onn? What r2ght have we to India? What 
right had we, or have wo, to conquer India # 

Ju answer to the first question, I may at all 
cvents positively aftirin that this gountiy ig not, in 
the slightest depiee, benefied in its public finances 
hy the laige 1evenue, amounting to upwards of 
twonty millions storling, which the East-India 
Company annually raises iu India. Fox, as your 
Lordship kuows (though it is not so well known 
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generally as it ought to be), every impeo of that 
reveune is applied, and justly so, in defaymy the 
yatious oxpensos, civil and military, of the Tadmn 
Govoinmont. What is moi, this revenue hag 
hithuty been found ansufhejent bo satisfy those 
expenses, and the HMast-Inlia Company has, in 
consoruonco, from tame to time, been obliged to 
boriow Iaage sums to supply the ceficieney, ant 
has thus contracted a debt which amounts, at tho 
present tine, to upwards of sixty-two amillions, 1 
am awaie that there we poisons who say, that when 
the present rebellion is subdued, we shall have two 
hundred m Iions of people completely at ou mercy, 
aud that wo shall then have the power, and onght 
to avail ourselves of it, of levymg upon them, im 
twofold incasure, the taxes which they have been 
hitherto in the habit of paying. ‘This, however, is vain 
talk, and only evinces the ignorance, and, Tet me add, 
the unserupulousness, @ those who mt Ige in it; fot 
your Lordship need not be told that the Hast Ladies 
are not thiy EL Doiado wh eh tridition and the 
popular imagination suppose them to be, but a laud 
of miserable riee-caters, wha, for the most pal, ye 
only just able to satisfy the bre wants of nuinre, and, 
that done, have hardly anything left to hand over 
to tho tax-gathereis, We have Intherto flattered 
ourselves (1 think we have fladteed ouselyes) that 
the great mags of our Indian subjects have not 
paitaken of the ichellious spiit which has just 
diiven the whole native army of Bengal inte open 
iebellion; but, depend upon it, that ¢f this be the 
case now, it would not be the casa much longer 
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wore wo to aticnuate, by flesh extortions, the po : 
Tndian’s resent pittanee of the necessaries of hfo. 
Pationt aud unonterprising as his debilitating climate 
and Jong soeular habits of submission have made 
him, such an oxpeiment would bo moe dangerous 
than profitable, and would perhars end in teaching 
us, that two hundred millions of people, howheit 
Tlindoos, me not to he diuyen to despair with 
impunity, In fact, the natives already pay their 
taxos sullonly and giudgingly, and wo have it upon 
the authouty of at blue book” recently given by 
the Ilouso of Loids to the wold, that it 1s not 
uncommon for the fiseal agents of the Company 
to enforce thei claims by practices so cruel and 
obseeno, that it is impossible te hear of them 
without a shudde: anda blush. Away, thon, with 
the notion that any part of the Indian revenue will 
ever flud its way into the Huglish treasmy! Bit, 
alas, can I at the samo tine say—Away wilh the 
notion that any part of the Enghsh revenue will 
ever find its way into the Tudian ticasmy? No, 
nssuiedly uo; so far fiom it, indecd, that it is now 
the common talk, that one of the fiist measures in 
the present session of Parliament must be to impose 
achage upon us good people at home, in order to 
replenish the Hast-lndia Company s iapidly sinking 
exchequer Aul we muy feel as sure of It a» though 
tho thing had already happened, that if the gavern- 
ment of India, as scems vely likely, should be 
tiansfomed to the Ciown, 1 .chall sce figming, 
every yeu, in the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 
budgot, a formidable sum to be paid oul of opt 
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genses towmds the support of the Lidian Govern 
ment 1& would, mdeed, smmiso no one who 
knows anything of the matta, 1, when the year 
860 UVR, and we impatiently remind mimstors 
of their aomise to release us fiom the income-taxy 
wo were grietly told, in reply, that we must make 
up om mands to bea that grievous impost Jor ever, 
asx a necessauy condition of hecping on fool the 
large mulitary forec required for mamiaining ow 
authouty in the Cast Lidics. It appears, thon, my 
Loid, that our Indian empire, whatever good it may 
do for us in other respocts, promises us anything 
but fivancial aid: we may impose our yokd upon 
fudia, but we can extoil no tiibute from hor; she 
16 so fr protected by hei poverty fiom our rapacity. 

Tt is not difficult, my Lord, to show that another 
capital benefit, which wo ate supposed to derive 
from our Indian ompito, has been, to say the least, 
greatly cxaggcialec, and, perl aps, has no oxistence 
at all, We, who trate with Trance, Spain, Portu- 
pal, Gormany, the United States, the Biazils, Porn, 
and a thousand other counties, where wo have nots 
and neyor dicam of having, and do not wish to 
have, a singlo square nule of teu tory in dominion, ~ 
we (01, at all events, a good many of us), strange to 
say, fancy that our Indian commerce is indissolubly 
connected with om Indian empire, and that if we 
lose the I: tter, we imust lose the former, That 
such a “notion should have provailed in former 
tmes, when a erndo political ceonomy rehed on 
monopoly, and protection, and Government inter. 
foronce, for commercial prosperity, was natmal 
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enough, but sb is assurodly vory rich ont of place 
m an age which has been taught, both by experi- 
ence, and by the profound wisdom of the great 
masters who havo tioated on the wealth of nations, 
that commerce is always most flourishing whaie it 
15 most left to take care of itself, The commerce 
we cay on with tho Hast Indios, is, I may safely 
affiim, advantageous te both the parties conceined 
in it. We expoit to India, cotton fabrics, hard- 
warp, and various othe: manufactured commodities, 
{o the amount of about eght millions sterling ; and 
we 1ecoiye, in .eturn, from Tndia, indigo, 1aw cotton, 
and silk, leo, {1opieal spices, and vu ious othor natural 
productions of the soil of our dependency, to some~ 
wheie about the samo amount; tho deficiency, if 
there be any, being wade up by remittances in specie. 
What more natwal thin such an exchduge of 
commoditics! ‘he people of India want the 
commodities which they import fiom us, and gai- 
not get them anywhete else so cheap, we want 
tho commiodities which we impot fom thew, and, 
hkewise, cannot get them anywhere eho sv cheap. > 
Suiely such a commorce—a commceree which seems 
to draw both parties together by an irresisuble 
atuiaction—would equally exist and flourish whe~ 
ther the two hundied millions wlo people Ilindo- 
stan, and whom we, rather oddly, cil the subjects of 
Queen Vieloia, wore undor her domimon o: not. 
And here, my Lord, I cannot help 1cminding you, 
that when the (as we now believe) happy revolt of 
our Amorican colonies was crowned with success, 
and, in the plenitude of thei: independence, they 
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were fico to do whl thoy chose, their commereo 
with ng was neither stopped nor stintod, but, on 
the coutiary, wont on flowing from your to year iw 
a constantly inercasmg yolune ° 

But, let us suppose, for the sake of sigument, 
that the sword, and not mutual infciost, fs Lhe omy 
possible medeo of propagutin, and sustaining ow 
commerce with the Hast Indies, anc, consec yently, 
that om dominion ove: the Hast Indies gone, our 
Tndian commeiee must go likewis.—what thou? 
Why, even in this impiobable event, wo should, 
commercially, be but little the worse for it, since wo 
should still have in om hands the cotton fabrics, 
the hardwae goods, and the othe: commodities, 
which we formerly expoited to the Mast Indies, as 
the mica of tho goods we impo cd henee, and w'il 
these, of with other articles, the fiuits of the labour 
and capital which produced these, we should have 
tho means of purchasing elsewhere the connnoditics 
which omanaipated Tndia, to her own preat deti- 
mont, is supposed lo rofuse to us. Tine, | may 
be met with the objection, that the mere fach that 
we procure certain articles in tho Last Indies, is, of 
itself, a proof that wo cannot pivcwio those articles 
so cheap anywhero clyc, since moicunitile orders, by 
a law almost as cortain as that of gravitation, always 
seek the cheapest markets, | aduut this, and the 
conclusion to be diawn fiom it, that the now trade, 
in the supposed case, would not he get so advan- 
tageous to usas the one for which it was substituted ; 
_in other words, the articles which we now ob(ain 
“from Tndia, but which wo should then be obliged to. 
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obtain elsyowhere, would eost us somewhat more 
abioad, and must thercfore, to yield the same pio- 
fit to the impuitor, be sold for somewhat moro at 
home than is the easo at present. Tris, no doubt, 
so far as if went, would be a disadvantage to us; 
still, instead of being, as some scem to think, a 
mortal wound to the commercial prosperity of this 
country, 16 would bo bat a seratel, hardly ft, aud 
goou healed. 'T'o conquer, and to keap in subjection 
two hundied millions of people, 1s a momentous 
work, which (putting aside tor the moment all con- 
siderations of justice and humanity) ought not to 
be undertaken for any puposo not of the highest 
national importance; and assmiedly it ought not to 
bo undertakou for the sake of the diletence between 
a little more, or a ttle lesy, in some one branch of 
& commeico which ombraces tho wold, Wisdom 
Lequires that the magnitude of the end should always 
bear a just propoition to the means, It does not 
hear that just proportion, however, wherd the nicans 
aig innumeable battles and sieges, and the end (it- 
self a problematical one) is only a somewht more 
advantageous trade in silks and indigo, 

Ladmit, my Lord, that uo ineonsiderable loss and 
distress would be occasioned to the civil and mili- 
tary offices of the Company were our dndian empire 
to bo dissolved, But smely no ono will say that we 
ought 10 keep that empire on foot solely for tho 
sake of tho officers who aio engaged in its service. 
Tlappily, morcovei, those officers form an excceds 
ingly small fraction of our population, not more than 
vue person out of many thousands being dependent 
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upon the Tadian cxchequer for a livelihood. And 
even these 14 should not be forpolten, give equiva- 
lent sory 1ces for what they recoive, and consequently 
would, for tho most part, be able, were thoy deprived 
of their present places, to bestow the same services 
elsewhe.e somo with moro, some with less, effect = 
some, perhaps, even improving the’ fortunes by the 
change, others, on the contiary, bong seriously 
impoveushed by 1. L can veadily, indeed, conceive, 
that nany an Indian offiec: who has been lately 
selving m the field under a ficree vertical sun, ot 
has been pining away with bile aid eau in some 
remote garison or station, m the midst of a popula 
tion with whom he has no symp uby, and wlo have 
no sympathy with him, would be ught well pleased 
to exchange Lis high Indian pay for a far smaller 
salay, to be earned by him in the genial climate, 
and agiccable sociely, of England. The tauth 1, 
tho galas which tho Ludian Goverment pays to 
its Butish officcis ave only a co nponsatios for the 
lows sustained by those offieers in quitting, the various 
pmsuits of gain by wluch they could have earncd 
the hyings at home, As things have becu, an au 
who has taken office under the Company, Las given 
hus seivices and iceeived hig pay; as things would 
havo been had there Leen 10 Company, the sane 
man would haye stayed at home and busted hunself 
theic in the genaial woik of production going for- 
wiid,—directly or indiectly creating wealth, and 
spend ng or saving it, when croated, as lo chose 
Tn either case, he would ically support himself by 
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the éxcicise of his own biains o1 hands; in neither 
case, ‘would he bo a burden to tho commmnity, 

Hut, though India thicatons to be a finaneial 
burthon, and not a rchef to us; though om Indian 
commorec certainly doos not require to be fostered 
a1 sustained by tho hand of a conqueo, and if it 
did, would hardly be worth hawng at such a price; 
and though, in a national point of view, it matters 
but little that our Indian government affords om- 
ployment to a ecitain number of well-paid officials ; 
ib may still be asked, whether it be possible that 
our imperial supromacy over two hundied millions 
of people should not make us a greater power in 
the world, Tho popula belief undoubtedly is that 
it does; and some of our newspapers have cyen 
gone the length of decluing that, if Bngland 
should lose India, she would sink into a third-iate 
power; thus makiug the strength of England to lie 
in the East-Indies, that is, in » huge and, I will 
say it, unnatural exereseence on tho body politic, 
and not in the body politic itsclf Indeed, if Ing. 
land, stiipped of India, and left to her natual 
position, and domestic 1esouiees, would be only a 
second or thiid-1ate power, uf follows that you have 
only to give India to Belgium, Sridinia, or Greece, 
and forthwith, Belgium, Sardinia, or Greece, world 
cn arge to the dimensions of a fiist-rate power. 

Let us see, my Lord, what giounds there ate for 
the populat behef on this point When it is sad 
that our Eastern empire makes us a greater power 
in the world, T piesumo 1b is moant that it makes 
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usa greator power m our own natural and proper 
sphore, namely, as a Kurornan stati. Now, 1 
thas the ease? Tas at ever been the enso? = Cunat 
ever be the case? That if 1s not tho easo at the 
+ present thie, every o1e who will give the mattor 
aR moments consitoration minst, Cam sure, admits 
and thee js no ono who knows it Detter than your 
Loidslup, who watches with so leamed an oye all 
the fiffal phenomena pertaining to our forcian 
relations. In faci, our Masten empire is now so 
heavy and exhausting a diain upon ow militay 
sesomces, and is so completely occupying whatever 
attention ‘ve can give to matters of public intorost, 
that England may almost be looked npon as blotted, 
for the timo, fiom the map of Europe. We no 
longer mquire-——we ean haidly be said to eae— 
what is going on in France, in Austria, in Turkey, 
in Ttalys; and wera il otherwise, we fecl instine- 
lively that, cireumstaneed as wo are, we cannot 
interfere without betiaying om impotener, and 
exposing outsclves to tidiculo. What mischief 
may have been newed by tho to imperial plotters 
who lately met at Stutigart to whisper into one 
another’s cais, God knows; but we may feel sure 
that they did not put their hoads together there for 
any purpose of which England can approve. Tappen 
what may, howover, wo haye India to think of, and 
must therefore be humblo and submissive. What 
if honour forbids this, ptulenee commands ii; and, 
alas! pindence, that meanest and most doubtful of 
the virtues, is permitted to take mecedenco of all 
the others in these days. Lot Alexander, upon 
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gomo new pretenec, artfully devised belwoon bim- 
self and his now fast fi’ond, but late formidable 
enemy, tho Emperor o° the Merch, onee moro 
cioss tho Pinth, md march upon ( onstantinople, 
and we mist, perlaree, loak on wilt mdiffereuee, 
or, at the most, celiver ourselves of somo vapi land 
hes tating protest, which the invader would soe (if, 
to prevent mistake, we did not even tell mm) meant 
anything iathe: than war, and another siope of 
Schastopol, and which he would therefore only 
ead to despise and dofy. Tet Francis Joseph 
precipitate Ins Jegions upon Piedmont, and, after 
a now batilo of Novaia, 1edueo that now fiee and 
prospeious state to tho abject condition of an 
Austrian province, and we may pity, but must not 
aud the victim, 01 threaten the oppressor, Let our 
“loyal and august ally” mako that plunge upon 
Belgium which, 1t is well known, he meditated at 
the (ime of his coup @état, and we must, in fear 
and trembling, fain believe, or seem 10 believe, that 
il is all done from the best and noblest of motives: 
lappy that ho leaves om own shoies unmolested,— 
happy, that our militia have not to fight his Zounves 
and Impenal Guaid in Kent o1 Sussex, whilst our 
soldiers of the Ime, far fiom tho real battles of 
the countiy, aro fighting the Hindoos, ten thou- 
ghnd miles off, on the banks of the Ganges o the 
Indus. And all this dager, all this weakness, 
is owing to that very Indian dominion whieh we 
have been assiduously taught to regard as a main 
source of our greatness as a nation, until the belief 
has become a fundamental aiticle of our political 
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faith, which it is little short of treason to call in 
question, In tanth, if wo oppress India, India 
oppicsses us; if wo ae to havo a snpmemacy in 
India, 14 must be on condition of our bowing to the 
supremacy of sonio othe: state in Emope. 

Ui it should be said that India will soon be 
reconquered by us, and that, with our arms onco 
more at libeity, woe betide the nation that may 
havo dared to insult 01 to injure us, my answer ig, 
that if Ind a were 1cconquored (and it is not dono 
yot), you have still to govern and to keep in subjec- 
tion tho tavo hundioed millions of people on whom you 
have imposed your yoke. We have hithorto belioved 
that the p2oplo of Tudia have been well satisfied 
with our supiomacy, regarding us rathor in the light 
of benefactors than of conquerors and oppressors, 
But it must smely be impossible evon for the most 
determined optmist, in presence of the ovents of 
the last six months, not to have some misgivings 
ag to the soundness of this notion. Tine, 60 inex- 
haustiblo me the resources of self-complacency, it 
has been the fashion amongst us to represent the 
revolt of the sepoys ag a more military affair, with 
which the people of India have liad no concern, 
and which they regard even with dislike, But, 
whatever diplomatic habits may tutor your Lord- 
ship’s lips to say, your Lordship, £ am sure, cannot 
really believe that a gieat army of 100,000 native 
Indian soldiers could, without concert, and x ithout 
even the pretence of any mihtary yrrevance, lave 
yisen, up in 1evolt here, there, and everywhere 
throughout thé vast territory of India, unlogs they 
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had been urged forward by some strong popalar 
sentiment,—-tnless they had known that then own 
eountrymon would hail thoir mutiny as a protic 
offort to deliver tho Jand of thoir fitheis froin the 
yoke of tho stranger. But, my Lord, publing aside 
this overwhelming reason for helioving that tho 
people of India sympathize with tho 1ovolted 
soldiery, there aio not wanting many other cieum- 
stances, all leading, moio or less directly, to the 
ammo conclusion, Juook, for instance, at the 
numerous improvised bands of rebels that are 
scattered about tho country, and which, though 
constantly beaten and dispersed, aie to all appear- 
ances constantly multiplying themselves ; now 
“exciting alarm” in this placo—now “ thenton~ 
ing” that,—-never doing much in the way of battle, 
bul always a good deal Lo tantalize and harass our 
troops. Look, too, at the incessant scowings of 
the country by small bodies of our soldiess, who, 
fiom their own reports, march fiom village to village, 
leaving behind them, as tiophics, the houses in 
flames, and a ghastly row of villagois hanging as 
“iobely” on trees by the roadade. Wo havo, 
besides, furthor evidenco of the same kind in a 
turioug penal project, which, we are told by the 
Calcutta correspondent of the Funes, “is wndery 
stood to express the goneral idea,” and whieh con~ 
tains the throe following articles:—* First: That 
every rebel* who has taken up ums shall die. 


. * : 
* In o yrovions mticle, the projcot condemis every “ n uti- 
neo.” to doth; by “robel,” therofore, wo must undostand 
pyory "nan who has not served as a soldier 
B 
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Secondly: That in every vilfaga whoro an Tnglish- 
man has beon murdered, a telopiaph eutl, or a dik 
stolon, a swift tribunal shall execute summary 
justion.” Thirdly: That evay mllage in which a 
Emopean has been imsultod o1 1afused aid shall bo 
hoavily fined.” Moroover, wo know that tho grent 
motropolitun city of Delhi was one untcavened 
mass of dsaffoction towuds us; a fach which no 
one, I piesumo, will call in question, who remom- 
bors General Wilson’s proclamation io his army 
before the storm of tho doomed city,—that terrible 
proclamation, which, by significantly calling upon 
tho Butish troops to spac women and ehildien, 
gave up to ther bayoncts a grown mon, citizons 
as well as soldicis, What is still moro dirootly to 
the purpose, we have it fiom General Tavelock 
himself that on his fist march fiom Cawnpoe 
upon Lucknow he found every cottage tuned into 
a place of aims, and defended by tho villagors with o 
resolution which showed that their hearts were in 
the cause for which they woo fighting. And wa 
know that, sinee then, the whole population of Oudo 
has rison in arms against us,* though certain, in the 


* This, no dowbt, means to gat fro to tho place, and hang its 
chiof inhabitants. 

+ Why has thero beon a mo1o goneral inmanifestetion of the 
apinit of rovolé fn Oudo than in any other provuics of Tndin? 
Soyeral reasons have beon assigneil for this phonomonon ; but tho 
most obvious one has beon generally overlooked, namoly, thnt in 
Oude the presence of 9, gioat native mmy givos countonpnes to 
the popular ngprrations, and emboldens the discontented to show 
thomeelves, Put that army in any other part of Tndi, and we 
should, I beheve, witness the samo ferment of tho public mind. 
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event of failme, of recoiving less mercy from their 
conquerois than was givon to the insugont paviots 
of the Low Countrios hy tho remonsoless Alva. One 
moro fact shall complete my proof of the gencral 
sympathy with tho cause of the insmgents; it is, 
that the different mulitary contirgente, furnished 
under tyeatios by certain of tho native pinecs, have 
been for the most part as forward in the revolt as 
our own sepoys, Eyon tho faithful Tolkar hag not 
beon able to presorve his tioops fiom tho contagion 
of revolt; and it is a significant facl, that the only 
serous 1ovo1so we have sustained dming the pre= 
sont war has been inflicted by the contingent * of 
a prince who used all lus efforts to keep his men 
truvo to ua, and used them in vain, Is it possible, 
then, to believe that tho popula feclme in the 
provinces fiom which these contingents have beon 
diawn is not suongly averse ta our rule? As to 
the prinéos themselves, they havo, it is said, for the 
most part, kept aloof from the conflict; not, how- 
ovér, as we may woll supposo, because they have 
any gieat liking for a foieign power which 1s con- 
slantly thwarting, humbling, and impoverishing 
thom, but because they cannot easily helicvo that 
the same good fortune which has hitherto always 
crowned our ams in Indian wais will desert us 
now. But dissimulation is a conspienous feature 
in tho Indian character. Let us not forget that 
Nana Sahib was our humble servant, om fast fiend, 
until the moment when it suited him to thraw 


* Tho Gwalior army. 
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asile bs anask, ard show Dis teal Jace. So Mata 
Syugh was nude an oi gagement to join Havelock 
and Ontiam immediately on thoii aival ab Luek- 
now, but, Jo! instead of joimng them he joined 
tho cnomy. Depend upon it, my Loud, that how. 
ever iL may now sutt thom “(o put an antic dispo« 
sition on,” there ave many amongst the native 
piinees and gidat Iandownais of India whoso long. 
suppressed impatience of om dominion 1g only 
waiting for an oppaitunity, to oxplode. T cannot 
blame thenr for it. No, it ig hardly possible that it 
should not be tho constant aspiration of the whole 
Indian people—high and low, rich and poor, pumeo 
and villager—to reconquer then independence fiom 
suangors, who como fiom a far-distant country 
—-who, in iace, religion, language, and mannais, 
have no affinity with themsclyes—and who, to uso 
Lord Mllonborongh’s languago, “stalk through thei 
land as conqueiois.” 

Such, then, being tho temper, such the natural, 
and, let me add, the just ambition of the Indian 
people—how are we to maintain our dominion 
over them? Tho answor is obvious: it must be hy 
the sword; it must be by a permanent and over 
powering military ocenpation of the county. But 
that sword must not be committed to the hands of 
the natives, that military occupation must be our 
own especial task. Ia other words, we must always 
have . groat army in India, and that army inuet bo 
an amy of Englishmen, And what number of 
saldicrs wil suff ce forsthe pmipose ¢ Say, shall it 
he 60,000, 01 80,000, 0: 100,000; 0 3 sett He 1g 
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lime aé all, shall if bo as many as the utmost 
resourecs of tho counuy wil permit, and ag the 
exigoney fo1 the tume bein, mayiequire? When T 
consider-the prodigious rosouices of thus country, T 
seo clenrly onongh that wo can maintain our power 
in the Hast Indies against the utmost efforts which 
the natives, 7 wnassested, may make to shake off out 
yoko ; but sure Tam that wo cannot hold military 
occupation of that vast torritory by moans of an 
“Bughish army, oxcopt at the oxpense of that natural 
authority, dignity, and almost supremacy, which we 
haye hithei(o always onjoyed in Cmope. Low, 
thon, in the name of wonder, can it bo said that we 
add to om power as a nation by a policy, which, 
whilst enabling us to give the law to the Sikhs, 
the Bheols, tho Ghoorkas, tho Rolullas, and the 
Mahrattas, may compel us to take tha law from 
somo duogant neighbour in Hurope ? 

Tho universal exclamation now is, “Thank God 
thig mutiny did not break out whilst we were in the 
thick of the Russian war!” But what secewity 
have wo; should these Indian troubles continue, 
that they may not, at-last, become complicated with 
European embroilments? Whon, upwards of cighty 
yoars ago, the dispute with ou Arierican colonies 
waxed wam, om giandfathers talked much as we 
do now, of the utter futility of all aesistanee on the 
part of the malcontent colonists, and of the impe- 
rious necessity, if we 1egarded eithcy om honour or 
our interest, not to permit the erown to be, robbed 
of -ils choicest jewols, to wit these same colonies ; 
but “to strain cvery nerve to breig them back to their 
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duty, and to secw ¢ to us thew subordinate dependence’™ 
Read, my Loud, tho pamphlets that woie wiilten, and 


* Tn a debuto on tho Beston Ports Bill, m 1774, Lord Mans. 
fiold sud, “ Whit passod m Boston 1s tl o last overt ach of high 
fengon, prococdmg from om oyor-lenity and want of foresight 
Tt is, however, tho} wkioss ovcnt that coal? befall this country, 
Jor now all may be recovied. Tho sword is duvwn, and you 
must thow away tho scubbaid. Dass thy Act, and yor will 
hwe passed tho aubicon; tho Amoiicms will then know that 
wo shall tompouze no loi go. Lf it prssos with tolaable un inie 
mity, Boston will submit, and all will ond tn a victory wrthout 
carnage’ —(Buncroft’s History of the Amorrcan Revolution ) 

In a dobate, in tho Touso of Lords, on the Goiman tiontios 
for tho hno of ti00, 4 to act agamst the Amonieans, Lod Culisle 
said (Parl, Llst val. xviii, p 1199), “Tf, viewmg tho may, we 
seo the figme Gicat Butam cuts in respoct of touitory, if wo 
collect the wholo into one focus, and connoct tho idoas of thoi 
atiength and 940 own native tanbecitity, should American bo tom 
fiom us, the prospect is, indeed, dreadful, It ig, therefore, in my 
opinion, a meisme not only necessary to tho vindication of om 
honom, but essontial to our youy existence asx people, It euls 
upon us to siiun every noye to bung Amorion back to ho 
duty, utd to secure to us het subordinate dopondence.” Tho 
oul of Sandwich, in a debate ou tho Addiess, in October, 1770, 
spoke in tho samo stiam:— As a fuond of my country,” ho 
said, “ 1 must dissent fiom tho extipordinay proposition mndo 
by the noble duko (Richmond) who spoko Inat, recommending 
reconciliation with America upon any to1md, evon upon grounds 
of admitting thon indopendonce. Ag ‘nn Sa ghehmien and a 
friend to my country, T cannot ondt re tha thonght ; T will never 
conagnt to a doctrine Bo derogatory to tho chatactoi, and ko 
desfanctive to tho nterosts of this countiy. I would ask every- 
‘thing rather than accede to it; I would hazard avery diop of my 
blood, and the last shillmg of the national treasure, soon: than 
Britain should bo sot at defiance, bullied and dictated to, by her 
ungrotefal add tndutiful childvon”— (Parl, Hist, col. ville 
p. 1382.) x 
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the speeches that wore mado at that time, and you 
will find there, storcotyped, as though for fuluvo 
use, the solf¥ame sontiments and opinions which are 
now connnonly expressed with 10feronce to our 
Indian tioublos, We were to dispatch somo half- 
dozen additional rogimonts to Amoiica, and to 
make a dew examples of wholesome soveuty, aud then 
all would be 1ight again, Wo sockonod, however, 
without our host; for though om woll-faamod and 
high-mettled troops 1arély met in the field the 1aw 
levies and undisciplined militia of Ametica without 
asyorting thoi: superiority, still, in one way or other, 
tho colonists stubboinly kept their giound, until 
Franco, Spain, and Dolland, mindful of old grudges 


Timo ia tho {ine touchstone of politicu wisdom; ant tho 
following apeoch, dolivore I by the ail of Coyontiy, in tho dobaéa 
on the treaues for tho hno of Gorman troops, stands that test 
woll s— Ef you took,” said ho, * on tho map of tho globo, and 
compre the oxtent of Great Butuin aud North America; if you 
consider the aoil, tho lazbours, rivers, clumute, and increasing 
population, nothing but the most obstinate Ilmdueys and paty 
apirit can piovail on any man to entertam 2, xeuo ws opmion that 
such a conntiy will long continuo unde sul joction to ths, To 
question, thorofore, 18 nol how we shill bo ablo to r0mlizo auch 2 
dglugjvo schome of dominion, but how we shall muko 16 theia 
Hintorest fo becomo faithtul dlies and wa'm fuends, Sucly, 
thit can never be offecte | by flects and iimics, On tho con- 
tiay, islend of meditating co iquost, and exhausting om slrength 
nan inoffoctual sgggle, wo should vote a thukagtving, end, 
wisely abandoning all wild schomes of coecing that couutiy, we 
should leave America to rtself, and wish to rad ourselves (f the 
only subst util bouefits wo eu oye: denye fiom it,—tho profits 
of an extensive commerce, aud the ationg support of a fim and 
friendly alliance for mutual dofenco and assistanec.”—(Purt. 
dist, vol, xviii, p. £200.) 
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towards us, and tempted by sneh an opportun ty of 
giatifying them, stepped in, and threw the’: weight 
into the sealo against us, ‘Tho tesue was, that, atter 
some yeais of havd fighting, both by land and sea, 
wo got tired of, rather than oxhansted by the way, 
and yielded al] that was demanded of us. ‘The tie 
between the mother countiy and her high-spirited 
child was seveied for over; om alionated colonies 
bocame the United States of America; and the 


“man to wiose prudent counsels, and able command 


in the field, this gioat issue was mainly owing, was 
dlectod the fiist president of the great American 
republic. And, strange to say, there ig now no name 
that Englishmen hold m greater honow than that 
of the “rebel” Washington. 

And now, my Lod, I ask whothor the loyalty of 
our late ally, tho Emperor of the dronch, or the for- 
beaiance of our late enemy, tho Lmpeior of Russia, 
be so unquestionable, that one or both of thom might 
not be tempted to find occupation, mo1o than enough, 
for our arms in Em ope, whilst tho flower of our oops 
avo maasaciing and being massacred in India? Lous 
Napoleon s mission ig only half accomplished, the star 
of his destiny doos nol yot shine in its full Instre, for 
ho still hay Waterloo to avenge. Basides, our free 
constitutions, so noble a contrast to hig own despot- 
ism, irritates and alams him; and he hates us for 
affording a 1efuge to mon whose supposed machina- 
fons aga ust him are incessantly haunting him in 
the'tnidst of all the splendour which has answered 
to ilie call of his guilty ambition, As to Alexander, 
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he assmedly has uot forgotton that, if Vianec 
brought the greutor power inlo the field against 
lnm during the late war, we were, from the begin- 
ning to the ond of it, his most pertinacious enemy 
and have evor since stood annoymely in his way. I 
affirm, thon, my Lord, that our Indian dominion 
must needs bo a buithen and not a means of power 
tous, if; owing to the chonie discontont of the Indian 
people, it can only be maintamed by tho constant 
presence of a groat stauding army of Englishmen, 
and if, whenever, we may have to measure out 
strength with a powerful antagonist in Europe, we 
must put down our subjeot myuads of Hindoos and 
Massulmans in the number of our enemies. Nor 
lot it be supposed that the discontent which om rule 
of a hundred years has not been able to 1emove, 
will be exorcised by the bloodthisty spirit in which 
the present war is being waged. No, my Lord, the 
natural hatred of the Indian people towards us-is 
not 1o be softened by hanging and shooting them 
with almost as little thought or mercy as thongh 
they. ware the wild beasts of their native junglos. 
Men may bo coorced into submission, but not into 
Joyalty. I must believe, then, my Lord, so long as 
Tuman nature icmains what it is, that by our 
“ energetic” measuics (such, I believe, is the phrase 
of the moment) in dcalng with the iovolt, we are 
sowing, broadeast, among the Tndians the seeds of 
inercased and undying hatred to om race and our 
‘ule, The tune, I am afraid, will never come when 
wo shall sec tho people of India fully 1econeiled to 
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our supromacy, mul no longer disposed to hail with 
delight a1 y chance which promises them vengemnce 
and independence.” 

But, oven if wecould depondupon ib that the people 
of India would always be as docilo and woll satisfied, 
as thoro is ab presont 400 much reagon to think they 
will bo rofractoty and malcontent, I have yet to lean 
in what way ow: dominon over them could gryo ua 
® moro commanding position amongst the nations of 
Europe. Give mo; my Lord, soe good 1cason why 
that dominion should enable us to present a hotter 
ot bolder front to tho great rivals and possible ene, 

“ynies that oncompuss us in this our finmodiate sphere. 
Tell me why, whon wo ata at difference with Manes, 
with Russie, or with Austiia, and when congresses, 
and conferences, and notes, and protocols, aud 
minutes me the order of the day, our possession 

even of a submissive and loyal India should give 
weight to our reomonstrancos, and additional terror to 
our throats? Toll mo, in short, why we should bo 
any snfer vb home, or any niore powortul amongat our 
neighbours, on account of our holding iu subjection 
two hundied millions of humuu beings, who, whother 
well oy il) affected to us, must always bo too poor to 
pay us tribute, and ate too fa off to send us men? 
As to paying us tributo, it is, ag has already appeaod, 
a thing not to be thought of; and as to sonding us 

- men, let me remind you, my Lord, that duing the 
late war with Russia, though we wore sorely strait. 
_Oned for soldiers, and m our extromity even 10801 tod 
to the uct very honourable oxpedient of organizing 
an army of condoitiet, under the name of “The 
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Foroign Legion,” to fight for ys, no ono dreamed of 
our drawing reinforcements, for our thinned ranks in 
the Crimean, from our huge and, at that time, unem- 
ployed Indian army. And why? Not, assmedly, 
becauge thero was then oven a whispaed doubt as 
4o tho loyally of that army, or that the Bast-India 
Company could have hesitated to grant us any aid 
in its powea, but that tho cost of conyoying soldiors, 
qwith their matéricd of wat, fron go dis .ant a part of tha 
world, would very far exceed that of 1aising an army 
by erimping in Germany, Switzerland, and the 
United States. Besides, whatever might have been, 
formerly thought about 1, wo have lately had abun- 
dant proof that an Indian army, oven when well 
disciplined and armed, and fighting not merély for 
pay, makes but a poot figuie when opposed to the 
hardier and braver goldiots of the North. 

No, my Lord; the power of England, happily for 
herself, lies all at home: it lies hore, under our very 
eyes, in ou accumulated resomces of a thousand 
years; in our ficlly, so well diained, iivigated, and , 
husbanded 5 in our busy hives of dusty, where the 
constant friction of mind with mind sharpens enu- 
Jation and stimulates improvement ; in our magnifi- 
cent ttinpike 10ads, our thousands of miles of 
aulway, our canals, our eloctiical telograplis, owr 
innumetable and multiform machines; in ow vat 
mercantile maine, as ubiquitous as the sea; in our 
gieat naval aisenals, where lie those ships of war, 
which can sail round the world and nowhere find an 
enemy to dispute with them the dominion of tho. 
sea; in our gallant goldiers, in whose veins runs the 
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blood of tho herocs.of Agincourt and Cressy, of 
Blonheim and Ramillies, of Vittoria, Salamanca, and 
Waterloo, aud who, under oui own ojos, have lately 
proved at Alma and Inkerman, and, moro lately 
still, before Delhi and Lucknow, that they aro wor 
thy of auch sires; in the tutelary sea which ombraces 
ug all round, and thus onables us to sleep in peace, 
even were a banded woildin arms agaist us; and, 
above all, in that ficedom whieh so nobly distin. 
ptrishos us fiom all the other gical nations of Wurope, 
and without which pubhe sphit, and the genorous 
and manly qualttios affiliated to publ spirit, enn no 
more live than can a flame in an oxhansted rocoivor, 
These, my Loid, constitute the powm of Tng- 
land, and the loss of these, 01 of any one of those, 
would do more to impair that power than would the 
loss of a hundicd Tucias, England was a great 
country ceuturics ago, when sho know India only as 
a kind of cloud-land fiom tho fubley of Mandoville 
Rngland was a gieat country in the limes of Crom- 
well, of William the Third, and of Mmlbnough, 
whon all wo possessed in India wore a few {avborios, 
and all we ciaved fiom India was potmission to 
faade with her, England was a groat countiy in 
the time of the elder Pitt, when wo had aa yot 
acquired only a small potion of that vast territoy 
which now acknowledges, or but Iately did aeknow- 
ledgo, our sovereignty, In fact, my Lord, we are 
hot powerful becanso we possess the Dast Indies, 
but we possess tho East Indies beonuso wo are 
powerful. Stiip us of overy colony we have,—let 
India go—-let Canada go—let Australian go,—-let 
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us simply be tho United Kangd om of Great Britain 
and Teland, and we should still be a compact and 
homogencons population ¢f twenty-o ght millions, 
who are neither fools, cowards, nor slaves, Is not 
tlis enough? What moe ean bo necassay to 
make us a great and powerftd nation? Our most 
fomidable neighbour is, and ever must be, Franca ; 
but we know that om naéve resouices and popula~ 
tion have, during the last contury and a half, in- 
eroascd in a far gioate: proportion than those of 
France : consequently, if we moved the equal, and 
more than the equal of France in tha time of thoir 
Grand Mona que, when wo had no possessions in 
India, and when our othe: colonies, from their thin 
population and nanow limits, wae but as dust in 
the balance of nations, why should we suppose that 
India is essential to om powe: now? ‘Thank God, 
ihe unserupulous Clive was not the founder of the 
greatness of England ! 

Tt boing thus ovident, my Loud, that om Eastern 
possessions neither enrich noi strengthen us, and 
that there is too much icason to fem that they 
may both impoverish and weaken us,—impoverish 
us by diawing deoply upon om revenue, and weaken 
ns by diverting our stiongth fiom Emopean to 
Astatie ohjects,—I shall now piocecd to consider 
the still moie important question of our RIGHT to 
exercise sovereign and absolute sway ove: the two 
hundred millions of Indians whom ye are now 
shooting and hanging ag ichcls and trailors, because 
they dao aspiie 10 be indopendont, And what is 
thats git? T huow but of one answer that can be 
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given; it is, the right of conquest, the ight of the 
shongor; it is the right of tho mdnight robber, 
who “stalks” through yom house, and is for the 
momont iis masta1. Trae, we have dono our bast 
to disgnis> this odious formdation of ou: power by 
ingenious sophisms, which havo sufficed to lull the 
national conseionce into the hel’of that tho vast 
toiritory of India is not duis simply as the spoil of 
onr sword. But history stands thore, my Lord, 
with her plain tale, to contradict and confound any 
such pleasant assumptions. The simple tiuth is, it 
was by filibustering (that is the word) that we gainod 
our first foothold in the Tast Indies, and it has been 
partly by the sword, and partly by dark intaiguo, that 
wo havo sinco advanced, stop by step, to ow presont 
dominion. We began with the battle of Plassy, a 
battle which was won moic by biibory than by 
prowess; Clive having, by a previous treaty, engaged 
Meei Jaffior, the gencral who commanded for the 
Nabob of Bengal, to betray his mastoy in the very en- 
sis of the cngagomont. As the reward of this servico, 
we 1aised the traitor to the Nabob’s vacant thronv, 
but, of course, with tho understanding that le should 
be ow puppet, that he should moke war o1 peace 
Just as we choso, and especially, and aboye all things, 
that he should extort monoy from his subjects to 
Satisfy our incessunt cravings, He was not quite 8o 
locile as we expected, so we soon deposed him, and 
“put in his place another puppet, whont wo thought 
wwe could more depend upon; nox was it long befoie 
“we laid aside all disguise, and boldly assumed the 
sovereignty, in name as well os in roality, to ‘our 
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salvos, Such was our dédué as an Indian power. 
All our other acts in the conquest of Tndia have 
been vory much of a picec with this Now we 
mado war upon a piinco beeauso he had money, 
and we wanted 1,—now beoanso ho was powoiful 
enough to be dangorous,—aud now because he was 
too weak to resist us: now wo aidel a sovercgn 
against hig rebellious subjects, and now we aided 
rebollions subjects against thoh sovereign; now we 
depiived a sovereign of lus independence by grant- 
ing him our protection as a fiend, and now by 
making war upon him ag an enemy: now, by our 
vexatious tyranny, we diove a stato to break some 
tucaty with us, and then wo conquered the offend~ 
ing state for having biokon its tieaty; now we 
conquered a province because we wanted it, and 
now we conquered another province to make our 
former conquest more socure. And so, my Lord, 
we hava gone on, intuguing, fighting, conquering, 
and anneamg, until we have become tho absolute 
masters of Iindostan, and of two hundied milhons 
of human heings, altogether alion to us in manners, 
sentiments, icligion, language, 1ace, and colour. 
But, though the conquerois of Hindostan, we are, 


and always must 1emain, a meoic handful amidst the 


myriads of natives. Tr fact, the entio Emopean 
population in Tndia, ineluding tho army, is at the 
plesent time, estimated at ‘only 70,000; a number 
Inge cnough, perhaps, to irritate and oppress the 
natives, but too small to exercise any assimilating 
power upon them. No amalgamation of the con- 
querars and the conquered, such as las frequently 
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happoued 12 other ens arsed countries; is, conne- 
quently, possible 11 Us case. Contmies hence, 
should wo so Jong rolum our Lastern possess‘ons, 
we shall still be forcigners in Indi, and our do- 
minion will sill be that of tho aword. To tho 
Indians, om very comploxions must for over bear 
testimony against us as conquerols, Some porsons, 
Tam aware, dicam of a Inigo Buropean colonization 
of India; of intormaniages with tho natives, of a 
gradual fusion of the two iaces, But it is hardly 
necessary to say, that without tho greatest eruolty 
and injustice to the natives, any such colonization 
is impossible, sinco that region, though a continent 
in itsolf, has, om time immomorial, beou peoplod 
up to its full capabilities. Tudia, my Loid, has uo 
olbow-room for shangois: in this respect, differing 
essentially fiom thoso colonics which aio, as il were, 
bone of our bono and flesh of ow flesh, and which 
may, perhaps, be destined, in some remota ago of 
the world, to replace, with kindred institutions, and 
kindred language, our thon effete and almost for- 
gotten England. Moreover, 90 fatal is the torid 
climate cf Cndia to Mmopean constitutions that, wo 
are told, every British soldior serving there, 3y,; oven 
in times of peace, throe times a year in hospital; 
and a regiment numbeimg 718 men ou disembaik- 
ation has been known in the course of eight yous 
to be reduced to 109,- Ionce, no Tnglisbman on 
going to Ind'a ever intends to take root there; on 
the cont ary, he looks forward with cagernoss to the 
time when, his pension carned and his fortune made, 
he will be ablo to recrogs the yeas to his uative 
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county, and thanks his stars af death spaics him to 
do so, though with a ruined liver and a shattered 
constitution. Inghoit, om tenure of Tndia, fiom 
the vory nature of things, has been, is, and always 
must be, that of a conqueror, The time will nover 
come when we shall form an intogral part of the 
country, or bo anything olse than an army en- 
camped in it, Airogant, 1apacious, and erncl as wo 
wore at the beginning of ow2 inle, so must wo be to 
the ond of it. 

T know of no political event in modern times 
that has more movod tho indignation of the world, 
nnd of this country in paticnlar, than the subjuga- 
tion of Poland by Russia. Tn that indignation T 
fully participate. During the ill-fated insunection 
of tho Poles in 1830, I well remember with what 
breathless interdst T watched all tho ineidonts of 
that chequeiod and heioic stiugglo— how fervently 
T rojoicod in every marvollous victory won by the 
patriot army, how I hoped ngainst hope that the 
high justico of ils cause would charm victory to its 
standaid,—-and how sad at heart T was, when, on the 
fatal field of Warsaw, might prevailed ove ught, 
and Poland fell once more under the dominion of 
Russia, —her yigorous national life extinct,—bor 
future for over divorced fiom her past. But odious, 
unjust, and cruel’ though the domimon of lugsia 
over Poland may be, it is, I dehberately affiim, far 
Joss odious, unjust, and cinel than the dominion of 
this county over Tndia. Observe the difirence, 
my Lod. In the for ner case both tle conquerors 
and the couqueied aze Guropeans 5 both aro Chrig- 
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tiang~-both are while mon; whoreas in tho letter 
ease the conquerors we Tmopenns, Christians, and 
white mon, whilst the conquered ate Asiaties, hoa. 
thens, and dark mon. Wo may bo sure, thon, that, 
agting upon ono another hy thoi natural altinitios, 
Poland and Russia will in time boeome as ono tino 
and united nation, Poland forgetting her former 
indepondence—Russia, that Poland was once the 
prize of her sword. This has, indvod, alcady taken 
place to some extont; and, perhaps, al no’ very 
distant potiod, the deseondants of Kosciusko and 
Czaitorisky may be seon doing homago to the Czar, 
as thoiy liege lord and sovera zn, with as much sm- 
cerity and warmth ag the dosecndants of Suwarow 
and MenzikolR But, a3 I havo alroady urged, a 
closo and natural union between this country and 
India is forbiddon by natmo howell, in tho im. 
mienso ocean which sho has interposed betweon tho 
conquerors and the conquered, in the whito skins 
which she las given to the one, aud in tho dak 
skins which sho has given to the othoi, and in tho 
fierco sun which ivigns over tho plams of JTindo- 
stan, and interdicts thei colonization by Europeans, 
under mortal penaltics, A short while ago, by an 
oldered and fornial act of national humbation, we, 
as a people, deprecated the ange of God for our 
manifold sins. We did thisim the hopo that the 
Almighty, thus ontigated and propitiated, would 
bless out aims, and givo us the victory over tho 
rebellious sepoys, But we ‘should, in my opinion, 
have done much better, and have offered a far 
“muore acceptable scivice to a just God, had we on 
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that solomn occasion acknowledged with contrit 
hearts, as the first and foremost of onr national 
suis, the 1apacity and Inst of dommion which for a 
century past have becu impel mg us to subjugate, 
one after another, the differont races of the 1emote 
Lindostan 

Our forefathers, moe humane and more just than 
ourselves, 1oceived with consteination the tidings 
of the lust of lucre, and Inst of aggiandisement, 
which distinguished our eaily careor in the Tndies, 
Instead of hailing Clivo a3 a heio, they ednfiontod 
him, in spite of his success, with a stein inquiry 
into his conduct ; and such was the load of obloquy 
he lay under, that, wo ae told by tho most brilhant 
writer of the present day,” tho very houso in which 
he dwelt was regarded by hig noighbous with a mys- 
torious ho1ror. But, though hard and unse.upelous, 
Clive was almost a good man in com dauson with his 
successor, Warren [Tastings, who seems ieally nover 
to havo had a thought that ho ought to shape his 
conduct otherwise than according to the expediency 
of tho moment. ILis rapacity had no othe: mea~ 
avive than his wants, and he hesitated at uo cinelty 
whieh might bo necessary to get 1id of an enomy, 
or to enforce his teeming schemes of extortion. 
TJonow: to the Commons of England for impeaching 
him. And nevor did British cloquence manifest 
itself in a nobler shape, or in a juster cause, than 
when, ono afte: anothe:, Burke, Fox, Sheiidan, 
Kiskine, Dunning, “fulmincd” against the arch- 
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oppicyson of Ind‘ay—aga'net Whe bold bad man who 
had commiod the juiciml muidor of Ni neoma ; 
who lad, of set patpese, duven the tajah of Bes 
nas to desperation by lis often-repeated & stand 
and deliver” and who had taken advantage of that 
chiet’s resistance fa depose him, to amex Banagios 
to tho Brit sh tewitory, and to cl uge it with a ten. 
fold tnbute; who, with caleulated cruelty, pushed 
cven to actual tortme, had compelled tho harmless 
and iceluso princesses of Oude to disclose and 
deliver up to hm large masses of ticasme, then 
own private homds, to which he had no other right 
thar the robber’s, namely, that ho wanted them; 
dud who, for a price, had lout a Burtish amy to 
Sujeh Dowlah, tho Nabok of Oude, wherewith to 
subjugate the Rohillas, a bravo and independent 
wiee, who might have successfully mamtained their 
OWN against tic native enemy, Hut who fell 
beneath the imesisuble valout of thon Butish op- 
ponents, But all these things mae forgotten now, 
os ave no longer aeguded as they were by tho m- 
sophisticated moial sonse of an cldox ume Wo 
have leunal to be proud of the acquisition of India, 
as “a midilo class achiovement;” and om newspa- 
pers, echoing, or perhaps inspiling, the pubhie souti- 
ment, are not ashamed to bieathe a prayor for the 
resmaection of “ our Clives and our Uastings.”* 

Tt is a very goneral assumption in this country, 
that, though we rule India by nght of conquest, we 


* Ina len ling aiticle m tho Sun, wo find thoso two worthica 
ratl @ oddly multiplied into thee« “ Our Clives, our Wairens, 
and ow Hastir gs” 
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hive amply atoned for any vieo in tie origin of ane 
power, by the blossmgs which our patomnal sway haa 
coliferied upon the natives. ‘This asstimption is 
just now the cuckoo ery of all who waite o1 speak 
on tho unhappy recont events in India Lhe Tunes 
Legins tho cry; Lod Shaftesbury takes it up; Sir 
James Graham repeats it; Lord Brougham peals it 
foith with omphasis; Mr, Gladstonc joins in, with a 
differance, * What griovancos havo thoy to complain 
of?” asks one. “A foul and causeless treason,” 
oxelaims another, “It is only a miktay revolt,” 
bionks forth a thind; “the great mass of the Indian 
people know when they ac well off, and do not 
desire to be released from om dominion” “ If not 
fo. our own sake, for the sake of the people of 
India thomsolves, ve must put dow. this monstious 
revolt,” adds 2 fouith. Moreover, wo are told that 
the Tindoos, unlike any other people, are not in the 
smallest degree sensible to the ignominy of being 
under a foreign yoke. “ As it is,” says the Zimes,* 
“the ITindoos «willingly and chaeitully accept 
government at the hand of others, and ask only to 
bo governed well.” A doetiine, which, by thus 
representing us as the benefactors as well ag the con- 
queiors of India, so happily reconciles our conscience 
with our ambition, could Lardly tail to meet from 
ng with a very coidial reception, 2 goncial curtency, 
and a hberal immunity from cniticism, No wonder, 
then, that almost every Iinglishman proclaims it as 
indubitablo that, under our auspicious 1ule, India is 
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tiving and content, Tho only conclusion, how. 
evo, that F can diaw fiom all this is, that Ungland 
recoils frova the uaked view of ho: own inordinate , 
ambition, and, therefore sliives to give to it some 
agreeable ieliof of justioe and humanity. So is it 
with all conquerors. Russia, for instanco, can speak: 
just as high for hor domimon ovor Poland, as wo for 
ow dominion over Indi Tf wo say that om 
dominion over Tndie hes beat mild, patoinal, and 
benoficont, Russia will say, quite as positively, that 
hor dominion over Poland has likewise boon mild, 
paternal, and boneficent. If wo say that our iule 
has affordcd to India a happy ordor and reposo, 
which that country nove: enjoyod under ils hative 
princes, Russia will say, that tho tubulence and 
intestine dissensions to which Poland was a prey, 
during its days of mdependonce, have long since 
vanished, and that an unbroken quiet now roigns 
there. Lf we insist upon the long and general 
aubmussion df the people of India ta our iule, as 
a proof that thoy aie happy and contented under it, 
Russia will again follow suit, by insisting upon the 
long and general submisyion of the Polos to her 
rule, as a pioof that thoy too are contonted, and no 
longer have a wish for thew former indopendenco, 
If we 1emind Russia that tho Poles, but little more 
than a quarter of a century ago, did manifest thoi 
hatred of her yoke by a last dosperate and horoic 
attempt to shake it off, Russia will retoit upon us 
that India at the present moment, is in revolt, to 
* omancipate herself from our yoke. Jit fact, my 
Lord, nations, hke individuals, are iaroly without 
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some oxcuses for thoi misdeads,—-oxonseswhich only 
barely impose upon themselves, and which aro scom- 
fully rejoctod hy tho tost of the wor d, but which, at 
all ovents, sorve the purpose of rescuing the offendors 
from the humiliation of being absolutely without 
defonce, Those excuses, moioover, aia eammonly 
meio assumptions, which, however falso or impio~ 
hablo, do not, fiom their very vagueness and geuc~ 
ality, admit of bemg diamoved, and have thus ne 
difficulty in passing cmrent amongst men who are 


piopared oven to strain 9 point in order to beliove - 


in them, Tn short, British rule in India ts, on the 
fist view of it, a perfect political monstrosity, nor 
can the utmost dosire to find excuses for it hit upon- 
anything more satisfactory than certain common- 
places, which aro at the service of eyc1y conqueror, 
and which, by assuming everything, prove nothing. 
No ono, J think, will affiim that we have the same, 
or anything liko the samo, assmanze of the actual 
benefieonces of our Indian rule, as we have that 
that rule, tle rule of conquest, is ovil in its principle, 
that is, in its tondoncy. 

Tlaving thus pointed out how litle edit is due 
4o the popular ostimate of our Indian iuie, T shall 
now procead to show, not in vague and general 
terms, but arliculately and distinctly, that India 
has, in fact, had to suffer at our hands all that 
conquered states gencally have to suffer at the 
hands of theit conqueois: And £ call upon you, 
my Lond, as you 1ead the catalogue of the sufferings 
and humiliations of onr great dependency, to ask 
yourself, ever and anon, this question, What Eng- 
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land would haye said—how England would have felt, 
—Wwhat Haigliad would baye done,—had she been 
the opprossed insicad of being the oppressor? Por 
my own pmt—I say it boldly—had ] been a Thindoo 
Tshauld not have beon m aims for hor Majesty; 
on tho contrary, 1 should have folt towards her 
Majosty (and who will deny my ught and my duty 
so to fool) much og the Saxon thanes and churls 
felt towards ow conquerors, the ealy Normon 
monarchs and just as thoy, for agos, cast o sad 
look behind to the good times of King Edward the 
Confessor, s0 should 1 have cast the same sad look 
behind to tho good times of Babor and Aurungzche ; 
times which, though wo vonstantly speak as if tho 
Indians, until we took them in hand, wae amongst 
tho most wretched of mankmd, are doseiibed by 
their own histoiians, and arc stil remomibered mm 
tho moun ful traditions of thei: country, as an age 
of gold. And now, my Lord, for the particulais 
of these santo wrongs,—all of thom, perhaps, tho 
natural, and inevitable result of that one master- 
wrong, that “wo stalk through tho Iand as con 
Quer org 2 
, In tho fixst place, partly to satisfy tho cravings of 
an oxchoquer which war has boon incessantly drain- 
ing, partly in the natural recklessnass of conquerors, 
-and partly in au unavoidublo ignorance of the habiis, 
~elicumstances, and capabilities of tho people under 
ita caie, the Indian Goyernment lias imposod upon 
-the entire lands of India a grievous and intoleiablo 
tag. This tax professedly amounts in Bengal to one- 
‘third of the gioss produce of the land, and is there 
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paid by the zemindars, o: Jand-awnors; but it varies 
- somewhat capriciously in the different provinces, 
and, in many of thom, is paid by tho 1yots, or 
enltivators. Ft was first establishod, in the Bengal 
teniitory, by Lord Comwallis, whose mode of pro- 
ocading in the matter was in the most approved 
stylo of conquerors; the govoinmont taking posses- 
sion of all the lands of Bengal as its own, and then 
distributing thom anew amongst different persons, 
each of whom was thenceforward to be 1esponsible 
for tho tax charged upon his particular allotment. 
Tn making this distribution, some rogad, no doubt, 
was paid to pio-cxisting 1ights; but there was 
neither time nor means to do this otherwise than 
vory partially, and the consequence was, that the 
measure in question, whilst laying upon the people 
a grinding tax, cavried with it all the injustice of 
wholosnle confiscation. This is not all; not only is 
thig tax oxorbitanf in amounl,—not only was it 
imposed in the rude and summaiy manner I have 
just deyibed, but it is really (whatever be tho 
nanie given to it) a deduce paid to a foreign govern- 
mont; at any rate, it is all paid into a foreign 
treasury, it is arbitranly admimistered by a foreign 
body, at the distance of many thousands of miles, 
and it is very generally applied to purposes in 
whieh India can take no interest, and often to. 
purposes to which India is aveise. Indeed, a large 
sportion of tho Indian 1evenue is spent in -keaping 
ot: foot an immense army of natives, and thug the 
taxes, vemorselessly wruig from Indians, have been 
employed, by meang of an Indian army, in extend- 
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_ ing, more and moro, ovr dominions in a country 
which, of right (if such a thing ag right thero be), 
belongs to the Indians. 

Even if the Indian Government had, by liberal 
advances of money, promoted tho oxceution of useful 
public works within its teritoues, [cannot admit, with 
Loid Brougham and many others, that this would give 
it a claim to the “ gratitude” of tho Indian people, 
any moré than I can admit that 1b would givo you, my 
Lord, and your colleagues, a claim to the giatitude of 
the people of Tingland, that you had applied the 
taxes raised fiom them for thew henofit, Tho Tndian 
Government, however, has not evon this poo claim 
to the giatitude of ity subjects, sinco 1t has, in fret, 
been all along 1emarkably chary in adyancing monoy 
from its tieasmy for the permanont improvomont of 
the county. It isadmitted on all hands that nothing 
would so tend to develop the great Intont resources 
of our Easter possossions as castor communications, 
by means of good roads, botweon its different parts; 
and yet, shame to us, we had boon the mastors of 
Indian and of its public troasure for sixty long 
years, bofore we openod a singlo now road! livon. 
the Great ‘lrmk Road, to which wo so often vofer 
ag one of the-happy results of our rule in India, is 
atill not half completed, nov would it, perhaps, have 
been undertaken at-all, had it not boen for the 
sake of the military advautages which it promised 
to afford, and which it has, during the presont 
troubles, so woll afforded. So little intercat, in» 
deed, did the Indian Governmont, at first, take in 
the welfare of the myriads who had suddenly passed 


43 


undo its rulo, that, wo aio told, it oven permitted 
those numorons irrigating canals, with which the 
providont caro of former. monuchs had onriched 
the country, to fall into decay, and thus condemned 
ta famine groat multitudes, who had hitherto drawn 
their subsigtonce fiom tho lands fertilized by those 
works, By a curious coincidence, shotly beforo 
tho breaking out of the mutiny, there appeared in 
“La Revue des Deuw Mondes,” a serics of papers on 
British Tndia, The author had evidently mastered 
his subject, and spoke with the accurate knowledge 
rognived by personal obseryation, IIe evinces 
throughout his wok 2 very fiendly feoling towards 
this country, and is willing to beliove that our rule 
yauat, in time, exercise a civihying influence over 
Tndia. But his indulgence doos not permit him to 
ignore tho fact that hitherto we have done httle or 
nothing to improyo our Eastern dominions, Listen, 
my Lord, to the statement of this ititelligont aud 
friondly foreigner: “fusgu’d ces derhidres années, 
st yuelque éodnement imprévu et terrible avait mis 
fin @ ta domination Anglaise dans Cinde, elle edet 
dutssé derntave elle bien peu d'empreintes sur le sal, ct 
de woyageur das sidoles futurss qué alt ronconivé @ 
chaque pas les splendides ruines qui tomotgneront 
longtemps encore de In puissance des empoeurs 
Mongols, oft & peme trouvé dans guelgue forte 
démantelle un fusil ad mston, ou vn canon Pawhams, 
souvenir de ces Européons auaquels lo Drew des 
batailles avait octroyé Pempue de PInde?* My 


* Joma xvii, 18 Jan 188% 3 dowxstme Isvraison. 
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ease, my Lord, would not he complete it T did not 
add that the taxes, thus oxhoibitant in amount, and 
thus uusspent, lave been extorled from the poa 
natives by those 1evolting practices to which FE havo 
before alluded, I do not deny il, 11y Lord,—all 
this extortioi, reckless expenditure, and cruelty is 
natmal enough; for are we not the conquerors of 
India? And what has a mght of conynost to do 
with humanity and justice ? 

Secondly.—We have closed all the avenues to 
power and social distinction against the natives, 
In an amy of 400,000 natives, there was nol, 
when the mutiny lnoke out, a single commis- 
sioned officer that wag not a Hmopoan. The native 
might bo a corporal or a sergeant, o1 an undorling of 
some such kind,* but, no matter what his capacity, 
or what his length of service, he must not aspio to 
bea cadet. What is more, oven the lower 1anks 
of the ie have hithorto afforded some field 
for tho enteyprise and activity of tho noedy youth of 
India, will henceforth, it 18 oxpected, be closed 
against them. As to the civil service, all offices that 
give distinction, powei, or hberal emolumont, are 
given to Englishmen ; the poo: natives only coming 
in for those mean and shabbily-paid ones which the 
conqueio1s, in their arrogance, disdain to accopt, or 
are not numerous enough to fill. Perhaps L may be ‘ 
told that to bestow powe: upon the natives would 
bo to endanger om own ompino—and go, no doubt, 


* Tho titles of the non commissioncd officats im the Indian 
sorvico ave not tho same 4s in tho line, but, with this difteroneo, 
the above statement is s ibstantially coutdct t 
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w% would, But still, whatevor tho canse, T may 
surely ask those who, liko Tord Brougham and Lord 
Shaltosbury, eumol, for the livos of them, conceive 
what giiovances subjcet India has to*complain of, 
whethor it be vot 1 auiovaneo for the nativey—two 
hundred nallions of thom, 2omember, my Lord }—~ 
to fine themselves thus the mere howors of wood, and 
thawers of water, in thei: own eountiy? IIoo is a 
haughty Mussulman, whose forofather followed the 
standaid of the Prophet over half of the wold, 
heie is a Biahmon, proud of his superion caste and 
of his ancient bload,—and we are suprised and 
angry that these men should be mpationt of a state 
of things which makes thei duk faces, and every~ 
thing they most honouw themselves for, a ground of 
social disquahfication, and slmost of outlawiy, in 
order, foisooth, that wo, their conqueiois, may lord 
uw over them with more sceurity, ILT thought that 
the people of India could bo sa.istiod age mu 
abject stato under oi iule, 1 shoultTdds 
{or theiv poor spirit. T certainly cannot charge 
thom with “haso ingratitude,” or with “foul treason,” 
for shoving us Unt they nro vot satisfied, 
Thndly.—We wound the native 1 dia inthe most 
sonsitive part of man’s mozal nat no by constantly 
jusulting thei icligion. Ttis tine that that ioligion 
is whsurd; it is (ue that the gods they worship ara 
monstrous, honiible, piotesque,—that the rites they 
mactise aro 1diculons, and sometimes shameful 
Bué, remember, those gods and ritcs have been their 
gods and rites, and tho gads and ites of their 
fathors, uot mercly for handreds, but for thousands 
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of years. It may be diffienlé to understand, but go, 
nevortheloss, it is,—thal the worshippers of Vishnu 
and Brahma are as firmly attached to thon roligion 
ag we aio to ours—perhaps evon moro so, since thoit 
yory ignorance, their simplicity, the ontiio absence 
of any critical doubt or inquiry amongst thom, 
leaves the: minds undisturbed by thoso misgivings 
which have more or less invaded the religious con- 
yictions of countnes where every opinion fs submittod 
to question, and every objection to it is frecly stated 
and msisted on, Ience, tho supercilious pity with 
which our countiymen in India doplore, and the 
vent with which they denounce, tho roligions convic» 
tions and rites of tho natives, aro dcoply resontod by 
the latter, as part of that appanage of woo and do- 
giadation which the subjugation of their country has 
fixed upon them. Nor is this all, They hkowlse 
fear-—and, God knows, they have cause to tear— 
that sooner or late: we shall become tied of the 
mild means y of propagandism we have hitherto 
adopted, and, Mahomet-lke, shall avail onrselves of 
‘our fall ughts as couquorors to impose om own 
ereod upon them. Faney,my Lord, what wouldbe our 
foelings if wo held—T will not say our Chiistianity, 
but simply our Protostantism, by the frail tenure of 
the goodwill and ploasmo of a conqueior who ab- 


horved Luther as an atcn-heietic—who thought that, 


a belfef in the real picsence was ossontial to silva 
fon, and who was constantly muttering throats that 
it was his “mission” to uphold the tiuo roligion, 
and to smite schismaties everywhere? There is 
my Loud Shaffesbury/“who cannot coriceive what 
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gilevances the Indians have to complain of. Tow, 
T should like to know, would ho fool in such a ease ? 
flow would” he act? Would he thon say that it 
was no gilovanes tor a nation to hold its roligion at 
the will of a conqueror? Would ho thon denounce 
ifasa “foul toason” wore Protestant England to 
280 up and shake off’ so odious a yoke? Io would 
not; or, if he would, it would simply show (what 
would eortainly not very much surprise any one) 
that his Jordsbip’s much-paraded picty is, after al, 
only the dileltuntism of au idle nobleman. Well, 
then, as a just man, 1 am bound to say that itis a 
griovanco—au intolerablo grievanse—to the two 
huadied millions of native Tnudians who lie at our 
morey, that ono of these days, by ashoit Act of Pay~ 
liament, 01, perhaps, by a simple Orda in Council, 
they imay find themselves condemned to forsake 
their ancient tomples, their familiar 1ites, their 
venerated gods, in order to make a lip-deep juofes- 
sion of a icligion which is not theils, and which, 
must be odious im their cyes, becauso it presonts it- 
self to thom ag a badge of their subjection. 
Fouthly——In our moro fumihar intercourse with 
the natives of India, wo never forgot that wo are 
the conquorors, and thoy the conqueied To have a 
white face is, throughout the vast extont of our 
Indian ompire, to have a kind of patent of nobility, 
a patent which entitles its bearer to treat the natives 
with ineffable disdain as an inferior race. Of this 
we havo ample proof im tho letters from India 
which daily appear in our newspapers: “ niggers,” 
“pandies,” *biutes,” “scoundrels,” being profusely 
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scattered though them, as the accepted designa- 
tions of the Indians amongst their conquerors. It 
is this vory arrogance, indeed, which prevents us, at 
the present moment, fiom behoving it posstblo that 
the natives can even daic to wish for theii formor 
independence, or bo otherwise than satisfied with 
the crumbs which we deign to fling to them from 
their own takle. Tn short, the whole of India we 
iegard as our propoity, an appendage to England, 
and its teeming population as our helots, 

Thus, my Lod, as we hold our Eastern dominions 
only by the right of conquest, so we exercise that 
right as conqueiors usually do. Let there, then, bo 
no self-dolusion amongst us upon this point: we 
ave, in the plain vulgar sense, tho conquerors of 
Tndia. But can we be sausfied with this characte: ¢ 
With so much before me to make mo think other- 
wise [ will not say we cannot, but T will say w 
boldly, we ought not. Tf 1t be light in us to conquer 
sand 1ule ove, an alien county, it must be equally 
tight in any other nation to do tho same. Were 
Austiia, then, taking advantage of om present 
weakness, to pick a quurol with Sardinia, to con- 
quer her, and then to remodel her institutions go a8 
to make them in harmony with tho despotic spirit 
which now hangs like a funeral pall over the cous 
tinent, what, T should like to know, would bo our 
feeling about it? It would, Tam sme, be one of 
strong indignation, In vain would Austita tell us, 
that, thanks to her great militar y power, she had 
subdued her ueighbour and was iuling over her by 
jight of conquest; for we should mmmodiately reply 
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that might was not right, and that the conquest of 
Sardinia by Austria was 1 great wrong, But what 
if Austria should retort upon us om.conquest of 
India; what if she should ask us how we reconeiled 
that fael with the principle which wo insisled upon 
applying to 4e: conduct; how shenld we then be 
able to defend ourselves? Able though you are, 
my Lord, as 2 diplomatist, you would Iam sure bo 
struck dumb by a recrimination whose remorseless 
logic would, at one and the same time, conviel us 
of a great wrong, and a great hy; octisy. In fact, 
our conquests in the Hast have Icen without the 
oxeuses with which ambition generally contrives to 
gild its dolinquencies : for, sunderod as wo are by so 
prodigious a distance fiom India, wo had no old 
giudges to avenge upon her, no mischief, no danger 
(o appichend fiom hei ; she belonged to ono sphere, 
we to another. Our first rclations with ho. were 
simply commercial; we crossed the seas to trade 
with her; wo were kindly and hospitably received 
by her, wo weie permitted to build factovies upon 
hor consts: but, alas for hor,?we fond her weak, 
nnwarlike, and disorganized—and therefore we con- 
quered her, We conquoied her just as the Spiniards 
conquered Mexico and Poin, with the same oupi- 
dity and cageiness for aggrandissmont, with the 
same treachery, and almost with the same inhu- 
many. We conquered her just is Russia would 
recently, if we lad not stepped in andforbidden the 
dead, have conquered Turkey; © countiy which in 
many respocts iesembles India, and which her am- 
bitious and powerful neighbour would not, assmedly, 
b 
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in the event of sreecss, Lave forhboine to annex, tor 
want of plansible reasons after one Tnihan pattorn. 
And it 16 way Stange, my Lod, that whilst wo 
were making war agunet Russia to prevent this aat 
of justice, st ucver ocemed to us that every dennu- 
cation which we were ton (necting aginst ont 
ehomy’s over wcening ambition was equallyapplicable 
to our own ono hundicd years’ caicer of cor quest 
‘and annexation in India. 

I am well aware, my Jord, that all T have: yet 
said is only matte: preliminay to the more delicate, 
if not moro difficult, task which still remains to be 
performed, namely, that of pointing ont the couse 
which it bchoyes us to pusne in tho presont erisis 
of om Indian cmpne, IIe, however, must be a 
dull man ywho docs not sec the conclusion Lo which 
T am inesistibly enried by the courso of my pie- 
vions agument. [ havo contended that ou Tudian 
empire gives us neither wealth nov power, nay, 
wore than this, that there are strong gronndé for 
feming that af persevared tn, if may oventually 
both impover sh and enfecblo us. I have con- 
tended that that ompire is a croatuie of might, and 
not of sight; that, m shot, we are bul eonquerois 
in India, as fimour was before ns, and not the juat 
and lawful owneis of the country. I have eon- 
tended that our inlo in India is, in a peculiar 
manne1, unjust and unnatual, because oven Tima 
cannot, as in’ tho case of thost other foreign. rules, 
sdften it, but it must to tho last wear tho stein 
features of conquest. Lastly, T have contended 
thal our treatment of tho native Indians has had 
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no paticular mot of boneficence to distinguish 
it from the. anle of other conquoicrs; assmedly we 
did uol cong a Tndia to make ts people happy 
Woll, my fod, such being my promises, what 
other conclusion can Fcome to than this,—that it 
bchoves us, in the best way we can, aud with the 
hest giace we can, to Ieayve India, as God and 
nature intended it, to the Indians; satisfying our- 
solves with om own noble domain of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and with those flourishing 
colonies which we oursclvos havo planted, and 
which (though the time will come for thoir eman- 
gipation too) will not readily forget their lineage 
or the allegianec, Justice commands this,— 
prudonce commands this. In obeying piudence, 
wo shall consult onr interest in obeying justice, 
we ‘shall do ow duty. Tf, indeed, justice alone 
commanded, it ought to be all-sufficiont; but when 
hoth justice and prudence speak in the same voice 
—-whon they oth point in the same direction—it 
would be, on our pail, not only wickedness but 
folly, and not only folly but wickedness, to disobey. 
In truth, it is aways the highest prudence to be 
just; itis then only that prudence hecomes wisdom 

Falsa shame is a weakness so nearly allied to all 
the better puts of our natue that it ise always 
entitled to some forbomanec; still, false shame is 
a weakness, and eannot, therefore, bo allowed as a 
good aud svious reason for any man’s conduel, and 
still less so fo that of a powerful nation, which 
pues itself ou its magnanmity. Hence, if it be 
aaid that wo cannot abandon our Indian mile, unjust 
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and worthless though it may be, becanse, were wo 
to do so, wo should chaw down upon omselyes the 
mmputation of boing weak and cowardly-—~ my answot 
14, that whatever the wold nay choose to say about, 
it, if we omsolves know that our motives are just 
ard goor, wo ought to bo satisfied, ard to ernst to 
Time, the Fal'glite rei, for doing vy justice. 

But, in point of faet, such an act would, ovon in 
ihe opmion of the wold, redound to our highest 
honour, and would cove: us with far gicater glory 
than the winning of a hundred battles ma bad or a 
doubtful cause. Tor it would give us a moral supie- 
maey amongst the nations,—a character tor lofty 
disintcrestedness, for inflexible conatanoy, for ex- 
alted prinesple, ay, and for firm good sense, such 
as no nation hag ever yot onjoyed, ar degnyved 
Understand me, my Lod. T do not mean that we 
should all at onee pack up and make a suddon and 
precipitate it from onr Masten dominions, as 
though we weie doing a common every-day thing. 
No; d wont? have an act of such momentous conse- 
quence, an ret of justico so giand as a precedont to 
mankind, carelully discussed, solemnly detonnined, 
and accompanied by every auangemeut and pallia- 
tive 1equjsile lo bieak the ywolence of so great a 
change. For our own sake, moreover, T would 
have it heralded by a manifesto which should pro- 
clam, as with the voice of a uumpet, to all the 
countiies of the world and to all commg agos, how 
we, boing well satisfied, fiom tecent events, that 
our inle was odious to the lawful inhabilents of 
Tndia, and that we could no longer maintain or 
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perpetuate that rule except by the sword, had, for 
conselence’ sako, and out of om regard to the gieat 
pHneiples of public justico and national rights, de- 
liberately and heely como to the resolution to leave 
India hencoforth altogether fieo from ow control, 
and in the enjoyment of hor inl) natwal mdepond- 
ence. Task, who, in the presence of such a decla- 
iation, would daiv to say that we had acted though 
fear o1 conscious weakness ? Who, indeed, that had 
either a héad to reason o1 a heat to feel, would not 
anther admire and applaud an act so exactly in 
accordance with all the principles which we have of 
lato years deemed owselves a nation chosen and set 
apart to vindicate and assert? Who would affirm 
that Ungland, in thus forbeaing to oxciase the rights 
of w couqueroi, wud ficely setling Luca at libaty, 
had done anything olse than what, according to oll 
her provious professions, she was bound to do? 
What if the despots of the world shoyild sneer at a 
liberality and a sense of duty whiclh they are s0 
little capable of undeistanding o1 appreciating—the 
peoples, at all events, with a tiuer instinct of what 
1s great and noble, would see in it a proof of ex- 
altud principle, of real greatness of soul, of lofty 
and generous wisdom. Amidst the commg troubles 
of the earth,—omidst wars and ramos of wars, 
amidst revolutions and reactions,—amidst over- 
thrown thrones and overthiown  constatutions,— 
thero would still be “one Inight particular star” 
towads which the nations would look with hope 
and with confidence—Hngland'! Yes, my Lod— 
believe it as you may,—our moral grandeur, in en- 


54 


franclusing India on such grounds, would, all to 
nothing, givo uy a giealer sumemacy mi the wold 
than could be oblained fiom the 1¢-cstablishntent 
of our power by the most Piilbant featy of ums, o2 
by the most successful wiles of tat d°plomacy of 
which you Lordslup is 0 Jan ous « pro.csso., On 
the contamy, if we obstinately persist in suling as 
conquelois over a remote and ulteily alien people, 
we shall deservedly sink m the estimation of all who 
love justice and consistency; we shall be flouted as 
meie mouthing pretondors to virtues ol which, when 
we aic fanly put to the test, we show ourselves to 
bo utterly void; and the sympathy we have so oston- 
tationsly expressed for all struggling and oppressed 
nationalities, tho indignation we have Julminated 
agaist the conquerors and ty sis of those nat’ 
alities, will overywhere be put down as shaw. Russia 
will then have quite as good, ay, and a better riaht 
to remoach Iungland with hea Indic, than Mugland 
has to 1epioath Russia with her Poland. Let me 
add that, if we are to emancipate India, “ow tr the 
time to do it—zow, when no oie can qnestion our 
military prowess, and whon we nay boldly allium, 
and as confidently bolieve, that, in order to 106 
establish our empire, we have but vo put forth all 
our strength. 

My Lord, I have hitherto asyumed that if we 
go on and untiuingly pioscente tho war, Lndia must 
(so 1uns the plrase) be reconquered. But, permit 


* Tins very pluaso shows thet w2 aro nnday 0 iniat uke ay to 
‘the aight by which we hold India, 
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me to say, this agreeable side has its reverse, and a 
very Toibidding one too. Indi. 1s a long way off, 
its doadly climate fights on its sido, and ow ene- 
mies, if not vory brave or skilful in war, have 
whateyor strength mero numbeis can give ehenm- 
stanges which May make it, at all events, no casy 
matter for ns to re-establish our supremacy. Now, 
Task whether wo ae quite su2 that England will 
choose to spend let men and her treasure without 
sto» or slit in this causo? Lfow long will she be 
contont to send forth aimy after amy, always des- 
tined Lo conquer in battle, but always destined to be 
conqueted in tun by thé mortal toils of an Indian 
war? Suppose the war to be sull pending, one, 
two, thio years houce ; suppose—as must happeit 
mm tha case—tlo ontiie expense of it to be cast 
upot tho people ef this country ; suppose that we 
have met with some reverses that have damped our 
hopes, and abated our haughtiness; do you think, 
my Lord, that the people will not then bogin to 
inquire what is tho valuo of India te us what we 
have to do with India, 01 what India has to do 
with us; whether, in short, it would not be bétter 
to Jeayo the Indians to govern themselves, than for 
ug to insist upon governing o: thisgoverning them 
at such a prodigious cost to oursclyes? Task again, 
then, my Loid, do you roally believe thal the 
people of England will for any length of time cons 
tine to vegard the distant region of India as a 
stako of such vital consequence to them as to call 
for any sacrificao of men, moiey, principle, mid 
roputation, in order to win if? ‘To say the least, 
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my Lord, T hostiate much (o answor this quostion 
in tho affirmative. Nor is this all; for it sul) 
remains to be abserved that the war may not 
alvays remain @ duet botweon the two paties now 
engagod m it. ‘Tho timo may come, as L havo 
before observed, when India will find amongst the 
great powers of Huropo some arm more powerful 
than her own to protect and save hei,—an event 
which even tho most sangume will hardly dony 
might rendor the 1¢-establishmont of our Indian 
empire an impossible thiig, ask, then, ny Lord, 
whether it be not far botter for us now, at the 
outset, and with all tho giaco and honour atlondant 
on fiee-will bounty, to restore to India the imde- 
pendence to which she is justly entitled, than to 
peisevore in the ciuel war we ao now prosecuting, 
——a war which, considering the ulcer worthlessness 
of its object, | we may soon got heartily sick of; ant 
which, upon the] Tapper ing of a not improbable vent, 
might end—ds a similar war of onrs once before did 
end “—-in our diseomfitnie and humiliation. 

Tstall ar ticipate one objoct’on, whieh J do not 
doubt will staié mto the minds of imany persons, 
at the suggestion T have just made. Jb will be 
said that, however worthless om Lastomn possessions 
maybe to us, and howovoy, undor other eireum- 
stances, jus.ico might require uy to renounce a 
dominion which the sword and intrigue havo alono’ 
won for us, and which the sword anid intrigue van 
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* Ofvowise T allude’ here t6 tho rssn0 OF tha’ wax with our 
* revolted Ameri san colomes ‘ ie 
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alono presorve, still it behoves us to maintain our 
ground in Lidin——at any rate for a time—if only 
{o punish tho atrocities perpotiated by the sepoys 
dwing the present troubles, Now” sf cannon-balls 
and bayonel-thinsts were always directed with dis- 
er Manstiny jastiec, theie might be some force in 
this objection ; but as, in tho progicss of a war—in 
the heat of battle—~and specially in the sack of 
cities, death and‘ destiuction ae uo respecters of 
persons, but confound im one promiscuous execur 
tion the guilty and the innocent,—citizens ‘with 
soldiois,—the old with the young,—those, whose 
ouly crime may be that they have fought in the 
cause of their country’s independcnce, with those 
whose conduet may have deyeived the most exent 
plary panishmont—I can sec ne..her the humauity 
not the justice of continuing the wat for such a 
pupose Not is it surely unworthy. of considera-* 
tion, that whilst our soldiers may be exacting ju 
hloady battles, whore no quarter is given, full pay- 
ment of the debt of vengeance we deem {to be 
owitg to us, those terible scouges—sun-stiokes, 
dysentery, choloia—may be ravag ig thezr ianks, 
and devouring them by whole armies. I cannot 
agide, thon, my Loid that, if every otfer considera- 
tion js in favour of putting an enc to the war and 
of giving to Tucha lie: independence, we ought to 
persist in the war simply for the sake of a vou- 
geance which, cxaetod as it must be, ib would be 
absurd to eall by the sacred name of justice. . 
T go still farther, my Lord. J afirm that wo’ 
really have no right to be so clamorous-in our 


58 


denunciations of the ciucltics of the sepoys,  } am 
awae that T am now touching on very delicate 
giound, and that, to propitiate the publie car, 1 
onght to male my advances with some rhetorent 
management ; but as ié is my ambition to be the 
trank and fearless adviser, aud, Whore need 16, even 
tho rebuker of my countrymen, and nob thoir 
ihtterer—1 shall not hesitate to gay Uhat our hands 
are assuedly not so clean as to ofititle ns to sit in 
austere judgn ent upon the ciucl aets of our cuemy, 
If he has been savage and remorscless, 90, 1 aftinn, 
have we; if lo hag made hight of human life and 
human suffering in his hatied of ovr dommation, 
and in his eorvulsivy stiugglos to shake st off, s0 
have we equally made light of human life aid 
human sufferiag m our fea of the loss of our domi- 
nation, and in our stubborn cflorls to miaintam it. 
*Proofs imumneiable of this may be fowl m the 
thick-coming letters from India, whieh dtuing the 
last six mouths have so much ocenpred the eohinns 
of our newaprpely,- some expressing without dis 
guise & savage gating for locatombs of vietims, 
and othais te ating tenible deeds of blood perpe- 
tiated on om side withoub ouc word of p'ty ot 
regrel, and fifquenily in a flippant tone, a jocular 
vein, which would be almost shoecing weie the 
sufferers wild beasts, and not men. One tells uy, 
just ay though it were tho icrest tutte in the world, 
or a common incident in every war, “ we hang our 
puisoners overy night.” Another wiites as follows: 
“A small force of fifty of the 3id Emopcans, fifty 
militia infantey, twenty inilitia infantiy, and two 
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gens, the whole andor the conunand of Captain 
Ross, Sid Marapean regiment, with Girdlestone, 
Coporal, Click, Walker of the mtillory, and several 
other officers attached, went against an inemger t 
village ton miles off, yestorday, and unt it down; 
aud the cavalry havi g captued a numbor of the 
inhabitants, Phillips, of the e1vil service, the mugis- 
bale of Agra, who was with the force, hanged two 
of tho puneipal nen pth his own hands, and then, 
as the force was im a huy to be off, he shot them 
through the heart with his revolver; so éhaé uf they 
were cut down after his departine, it mayhé not tend 
to their advantage. In those days, no one is very 
paiticular about matters of this dasciplion. ‘Tyo 
young oflicers lately shot a Mahomedan a ynece only 
Jor seowling at them, and a cout of inqmry justified 
thom.” ? An ofheer, who was serying under Gonual 
Uavelock in his march on Cawnpcro, speaks, with- 
out ono word of condemnation, “ of the evidences 
of the alaciity of our mon in the numerous 80] OS 
that were hanging to the trees by the :ond-side.” 
One writer tells us that, wherever the telegiaph 
Whies are cut, om troops buin the nearest village, 
and hang up the principal inhabitants A. private 
soldioy in one of tho Highland icgiments, aftor 
giving a clover and animated deseuption of a 


* Wonmay bo smo tf at, in expedition s of this kind (an I they 
tppeu to have bon tun entably sumero ts), the 1 lost rt roms 
weld Lo tweopted w ecuclasive proofs cf gilt by the ra igh 11d 
vendy jnatico of a aoldieny who are genotally “in 2 huny to be 
off,” ad, in thom blind fay, pce ar cerry in overy swaithy 
fave. 
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mibtary forwy fiom Bonares intd tha adjoining 
countryy—a foray whieh, fom the numbor of yil- 
Jages burnt,and natives stummnily hanged, must have 
tuined overy surviving inhabitant of te district into 
a mortal onemy of tho British inte, concludes this. 
* Out of the piisoneis that weio taken, the man 
that the 2,000 rupeos were olfored for was taken 
for nothing. We hanged ton of them on the spot, 
and flogged a good many~ about saxty. Wo buined 
avothe: village that night. Ol, if you had geen tho 
ten mach round the grave, and secon them lookin, 
the same as if nothing was going to happou to them 

here was one of them fell; the .opo broke, and 
down he came,—ho was hung up agam 4 {tur thoy 
wore hanged, the others were all thon round to 
seo them. ..., On tho 6th, we, a number of 
180, went ott against 2,000. We came close up 
to them ; me were all drawn up i three lines, but 
on we dashed, and im a short time they begun tu 
run. We set’ tne to a laige village Chaé was full of 
thein; we stirounded it, and, as they came aunning 
out of the village, shot them. We Look cighteon of 
them prisoneis; they wore all tied logether, anil 
we fired a volley at them, aud shot them on the 
spot. We came home that right, after marching 
twenty nules and fightmg nouly thinly to one Is 
this countiy, we ae tole, we had killed 500 of 
them ; our loss was one man and one hoise killed, 
aid one man wounded.” * Tn anothor letter, wiitten 
from Dolhj, we find «he following passage -—* All 


* Lot the wiite. funk what he may ot 16, {6 was no very 
hnilliaut exploit for 180 woll-trained and well-camed soldios to 
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the city people found within the walls were bay~ 
oneted on the spot; and tho numbers wero con-~ 
siderable, as you may suppose when I tell you that 
im some houses forty or fifty peoplo were hiding. 
These wore not mutinoeis but residents of the eity, 
who trusted to ou wol! known nuld rule for pudun, 
Tam glad to say they wer, disappointed.” Is it pos- 
sible, my Lord, to conceive a moro remolseless spirit“ 
than is indicated hy this passage? Must not the 
heart that dictated it have been, for the moment, as 
void of hrtmanity as that of the Nana Sahib himself? 
Aso further and crowning procf that we aie not 
so free of offence ourselves as fo have any right to 
urge tho, eruclties committed by the sepoys ag an 
excuse for continuing the war, I shall recall to your 
Todship’s mind a terrible ineideat, whieh, though 
wo hayo only caught a glimpse of 1 in one or two 
of ony nowspapeis, has much surprisef and shocked 
every humane petson that has noticed if After the 
mutiny at Dinapore two regiments still remaned 
thore, « British and a native one—the native 1egi~ 
mont, howovcr, having been disamed, though not 
bacause it had revolted, or lad even shown any 
sign of disaffection, bul simply as a measure ot pre- 
caution, Now, under the cireunistancos, it would, T 


dofeat nnd disperse 2,000 aimed villagers, who had pobably 
ayombled without uy thonght of fightmg, and solely hom a 
copmion sentiment of ho1o. and fear al the havoe that was 
gomg on mound them, and if we may judge fiow the concluding 
sentence of the letter, the sevice itself was not 1 very dangerous 
one,—only one mu being killed, and another wounded on om 
ado; wherons, it seoms, we killed 500 of the villagers 
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admit, have beon quife exousablo had this regmoent 
been walched with jealousy and «pprohonsion by 
the public authorities; nor was 1 perliips, Uholy 
thal the Britis) regiment by ils side would be upon 
very fliendly tous with {. Inoffens'vo and de. 
fonecless, howover, ws it was, it had a right to 
oxpect that it should ba feo fon any maltreat- 
ment, mules if roudered itself hablo to punishment 
hy ovort acts of mutiny. Jf this expectation were 
entertained, f was but littlo justified by the event; 
for, after a thne, the Butish iegiment, without any 
yroyoeation, fell upon tho unarmed mative soldiers, 
and killed and uounded fifty of them ; not one of 
the assmlants, so fm as appeais, having received 
even a setatch in retun, Such an outrage, evon 
where sepoys were the victims, could not be passed 
over without some notice. Accordingly, a few of tho 
ringleaders wore singlod out, and handed over to a 
cowt-martial) for trial, And what, my Lord, was 
the issue? hy, thongh standing before their 
judges with hands still icecking with the blood of 
inneconté and defonealess mon, the accnsed were, 
‘one and all, acquyrrnp = What is mote, Sir Colin 
Campbell, the Commander-in-chicf, appioved of 
and confirmed the judgment; still moro, the 
editor of the Times, wiiting at the distance of 
15,000 miles, and in tho serene atmosphere of 
Pitnting-house Square, has likewise put tho seal 
of his approbation upon it* I know that an 


* In his cor uments upon this matior, however, he has taken 
eme to omit all montion of the mitoual fact thut tho sepuys Ja? 
heen disarmed bofoie the mastaoie. 
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attempt has been made to exense the perpetiators 
of this bloody deed, on the giound that they wero 
oxasperated to fionz, by tidings of the 1ecent 
slaughtor of thew comadey in the fatal expedi- 
tion io Anah. But, how dire must that frenzy be 
which could thus drive men to massacie as a means 
of vengeance = Why all, this chorns of indignation 
at the atrocities of tle sepoys, when om own 
soldiers exercise, and we peimit to them, so 
dheadful a liconse of bloodshed? Let me add, 
that the slaughter of our soldiers in the expedition 
to Axiah was, alter all, a perfectly fair act of war,— 
one of which no European nation need have boen in 
the least ashamed. We weie marching in battle 
auay through the countiy,—- we we1e surprised by a 
supcrivs force of repoys, our then open wud avowed 
encmics,—we fought against thom as long as we 
could; but the fortune of war was, fox onec, adverse 
to us, and wo were obliged to ietret), leaving one- 
half of om force, dead o1 wounded, on the field. 
That om soldiers should deploie this event, and 
should register a vow in heaven to take a full and 
honomablo vengeance for it on the fist battle-field, 
T can well understand ; but that it should act upon 
them, not as an inspiation to have deeds of ams, 
but as an fuutant to the massacra of defenceless 
mon, ig what I cannot undeistand, and what I shall 
always deploro as a savage act, hardly to be ex~ 
eooded in atrocity by anything the sepoys have 
done 

Peitnit me to say, my Lord, I cannot accept it as 
any oxense for the sanguinay spirit we have dis- 
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played in the course of thir torriblo war, that ovr one: 
mies aie all robols and mutineers, aud therefore thas 
we have ar‘pht, whon they fall into our power, to 
put them te death, Whether the numorons and 
inotley races of Tndin are, according to any fiir and 
hibeial construction of the words, her Majesty's sub- 
jects, and, as such, capablo of being her Majesty's 
rebels, 1s a point of casuistry on which [ will not 
now enter; but this T will affitm—that be thoy 
rebels and mutineeis or not, it has not beon the 
piactice in modern times, and amongst civilized 
nations, for a monarch, during the continuance of a 
civil war, Lo treat his icbel subjects, captured jn tho 
course of mihtary operations, otherwiao than as 
prisoners of war. Perhaps there never Was n sove~ 
reign more tenacious of his prerogative than was 
Charles T ; and, had ho daied, he would doubtless 
have sent to the gallows and tho block every man 
who drew asf pel sword against him But, in pofnt 
of fact, dming the whole of the long civil conflict in 
which he was engaged, ho did not hand over to tho 
executioner a single yisoner of wu. On the econ. 
trary, he treated Ina subjects, taken in flagrant | 
rebellion against him, just as though they were the 
soldiers of a foreign power at war with him. And 
why? For a very good reason, namely,—-he know 
well there were in the ranks of his enemies mon 
hold enough and stein enough not to leave. to him 
any advantage in Lhe bloody game of war they were 
playing against one another—men who, for every 
Roundhead rebel he might have hung up ox shot, 
would: not have hesitated to .hang up or shoot, in 
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rebuin, half av dozen Cayalicrs. Again, dining the 
gicab war with our rovelted Amencwu colonies, 
though overy man in the Amoucan amy, accoding 
to the lawyen’s naiow creed, was in open rebellion 
against his sovorcign, aud was therefore, in strict- 
ness, Nablo to the oxtiemo penallics of tho Jaw, tho 
men capluied by tho royalist troops were admitted 
to all the privileges of prisons of yar Tua short’ 
time, indeed, regular cartels fo. the oxchange of 
prisoners wero mado between the two armies, and 
the usual system of parolo was established on both 
sides, And this is all the more remarkable, becauge, 
at the commoncement of the troubles, both Ilouses 
of Pauliament had formally addressed the throne to 
put in forco an obsolete statute (tho 35th of Tenry 
VIT1.), which antharived the ki1g to ming over to 
this country, for trial, any of lis subjects who had 
beon guilty of ticason or rebellion against him he- 
yond his own dominions. Happily, tho statute thus 
évoked from its long 1epose of more ah two hun- 
died yoas, was, after all, permitted still to slumber 
on; for, thongh a few prisoners were, just at fust, 
brought over in irons, and amoi gst them ono man 
of note—Nathan Allen—not a hair of their heads 
was ever touched, and m a shoit time all of them 
were exchanged for British soldiers captmed by the 
Amoricans. We may, indeod, feel quite sure of 
this,—that had the British Government daied to 
sonid American soldiers to the scaffold as rebels and 
tinitors, Wash ngton, who on every occasion proved 
himself equal to the most painful duties, would 
quickly ha¥e taught us, by some stat! ng and ex- 
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omplary act of the ler tationis, that wo eould not, 
even dming a civil wat, altogether distagaid tho 
clams of humanity.” To come down more 
nearly to ow own times: wo Irtely saw a 
fiaco erm) wa raging m Lunguy; yet, though 
the imperial army represented the principle of 
authorily in its supremo pretonsigns, it did not 
dae to shed tho blood of its cnemies otherwise than 
in fan battle, though those enemies wore all rebels, 
and very many of them were mudinecrs. Lt is true 
that, at the ord of the wai, the emperor did singlo 


® Tho duke of Ruchmont ] avmg ( umird the govornmont with 
not haying nought Nathan Allon to final, tho eal of Suffolk, 
ono of tho mimstois, sul, m r¢eply—“ [ will toll lus giace tho 
tino motives which mdi ced tho ad mmsti tic to aol ay thoy did, 
Wo wore aware that tho rebels had lutely mado a constdaahle 
number of prisoners, and wo acco ingly uvoided binging Allon 
to lis tia) trom considoations of prndenco,—fiom a diend of the 
consoquences of etal ati me —(Parl Hast, vol xvii p 1199) 
Tu a dobato in t } Commons, m 177, Colonel Bae 16rd to tho 
Touso a report of a conforonco botwoon Gonoml Washington 
and Colonel P ittcrson, in reference to a lettin whieh tho Tutte 
had boon chmged by Lord Tlowo and Cone ul Tlowo to deliver 
to the Amouc im commando: ‘Lho following oxtinab fiom this 
report is omious, w ilustiative of the distmot undorsianding that 
tho waa was to ho emiied cn by tho tio paiites on torma of 
porfoct equality —“ Gencial Washington obeyed that the con- 
duct of rovoral of the Hnglish officers would well Lavo mented a 
diffnont tieatmiont fiom what they had received, some having 
ref ised io givo any parole, and others having brokon it when 
given Colonel Patterson mswerod that, ws ta tho. fitst, tho” 
officas marnidorstood the matto. very rich, and soemed to hove 
mistukon the lino of praprioty exceedingly ; and as to the latte, 
General Howe utterly disapproved and condunned their con- 
duot—(Parl, hist, vol. xvi, p, 1422) 
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out for punishmont a fow of the ringleaders, whom 
ho brought formally to trial, and put to death as 
ipbels and tiaitois; an act which, I well :emember, 
provoked a binst of indignation from this country, 
and fuinishod matoual to our newspapois for whole 
columnsglowing with tho finest scntimentsot outraged 
humanily ;~—those very papers which have applauded 
the summary execution of the sons of the Mogul, 
though it took place without evon the coremdny of 
a drunr-head couit-martial, and, if one report of the 
cense be tiue, under circumstances which leave upon 
us tho imputation of having fist beguiled them into 
our powor by misreprescntation, and afterwardy 
dlaughterod them * 


* Two othar song of the Mogil have since beon soived and 
put to death under tho sontonce of v emt martial And what 
was tho olmgo agmnst thon? That they had instigated, o1 
takon pait in, 2. beon privy to, any of tho ntigeitics committed, 
by the sepays? No, nothing of tho] nd, Was it, then, that 
thoy hd beon guilty of mutiny? No; tor thoy'haud never oven 
heen in tho Butish sotvico, had noyer Tone ame either fa her 
majesty o for tho Last-Inda Company, What was their 
oftenaa, thon? Why, simply dus: afior the mutiny ab Dolhi, 
thoy had (and, as they alleged, with the gontest reluotanso and 
undo: x dogieo of progswtio which amountel to compulsion) 
accopied the command of two sopoy rogiments tl at liad rivolted 
fo Shoiy anor, sovere yn, Fox this they did The urgel of 
death, in his full tenors, has, indeed, passed over tho aged 
Mogul's houso, for it scoms that tho military authoutios at Delin 
havo followed np tho execution of tho unhappy man’s fou sons 
by that of twonty-four otha members of his family. ‘This ws not 
Justico; 16 18 w missaie, wlucl, in its iomoracless 108, zomins 
ono of tho poseriplions of a Mains or a Sylla, o of tho bloodiest 
oxcosses of tho Licnch revolution 
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By whatever nanes we may ehoose to call the 
Indias in revolt, we olight to remember that ey, 
Inko overy othe: army, assert thelr enusa to be a just 
one, aud refer the arbtiioment of t Lo the God of 
Battles Tlonce they cannot and will not admit that 
we kaye any right to ticat them othorwise ‘han as 
soldios engaged in war with us. fn vain will you 
tell them that they are rebels and mutmeovrs, and 
thal, as such, they descive to dio: their answor is, 
that they ato not mutincers, but the great Tudian 
amy, fighting for then Jawful monarch, the Mogul, 
and for the deliverance of theh county from a 
foreign’ conqueror, Undeistand me, my Loid, 1 do 
not deny that it 15 tho duly of those to whom the 
reservation of the fe of anarmy 1s intrueted, 
to punish a mutiny, whilst it is as yot only a mutiny, 
by all those oxtrome measures which tho iilitary 
code authorizes Dut this 1 do affirm, in the namp 
of justico and humanity, that whon a mutmy has 
wollen nto fho propoitions of a groat revolt, when 
the mutincors foim a poweiftl mmy capablo of 
taking the ficld, of standing sieges, and of laying 
sieges; when they have a corimon standard, 
acknowledged Jeadeis, and a eauso which does not 
conecin themselves alone as soldiers, but enlists on 
its side the sympathies of great minsses of tho 
civil population, you onght not to rogaid them any 
longer as mutimeors. It is thon no longor a mutiny, 
~—ilisa war, At all ovents, if you choose, in tha 
apirit of a maitinet, or of a mere lawyer, rather than 
in that of a statesman, to ticat ar amy of a hnndred 
thousand men in revelé as you would a single 
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company or tegimont, you must be prepared to take 
the natural and cortain consequence, and that con- 
sequence iy what wo now witness,—a war, in whieh 
reprisal provokes reprisal, and cach army, forgetting 
all tho Lotter instinets of | umanity, strives to the 
utmost to ontdo its enomy in inthloss deeds; 9 war 
in which massacios follow, as of course, in the train 
of victory, and tho most heroic valow is stamed by 
the mogl dogiading ciuelties, I admit, my Lond, 
that the remorseless spirit in which we are now 
dealing with all conccined, a suspected of being 
conceined, in the Indian ievolt, is not the sole 
cause of, or that it justifies, the ciuelties alleged to 
have been perpetratod by the mutineeis; but I shall 
over declare that it docs aflord somo oxtenuation of 
those crucltios, and that it og 1 to be largcly taken 
into the account, when we a e told that it becomes 
us to prosecute the present war, and to mantain 
our dominion in India, if for no othe: purpose, still 
for the purpose of vengoance, \ 
For my own part, I accept with much rcesorve 
tho reports which ac in circulation as to the 
onelties of theesepoys. Why, we know, that if any 
evont calculated to stu,the public mind limppons at 
Whitcchapel, 14 will be so disfigured and exagge- 
zated, by suocessive variations and additions, before 
it reaches Ilyde Park Coiner, as to be at last 
hardly vecognizable. Such is the common ten- 
dleney of iumour, even where the Jove of the 
wonderful is alone at work. But where, in addi- 
tion, passion lends its irresistible agency, history 
tolls us, m many a shameful page, that there is no 
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oxiravaganeo no absurdity, which it cannot make 
men beliove Just botore tho breaking ont of 
ow great civil war, 1b mado ovary timo Round- 
head boliove that Charles [. had authorized and 
fostered the Lyish icebellion and massacre of 1641, 
Ié made them believe, too, that Goring’s Cavaliors 
wore cannibals, and had children’s bodics served 
up at thoir feasts. 16 made om DProtostant fore- 
fathers, in Charles IL’s reign, believe, and, what 
is mo1o, formally xeco1d their beliof on a public 
monument—that the gieat fae of London was 
the work af the Catholics, It mado those samo 
Protestants Iikewise believe in all tho gross, dis« 
jointod, self-conadictmy, barefaced perjuries of 
Titus Oates, and “the witnesses ”—~and, in that 
belief, send to the block many good and true mon, 
vies to an inflamed public ctedulity, Jt made 
a great many of the “party of ordor” in France 
holieve the njonstrous fiction, that, in the insur- 
ection of Jpne, 1848, the workmen of Paris 
fought undey a standaid, beamg the inseription, 
“Ze vol et le viol.” It mado oven the shiewd 
Duke of Wellington believe, on th8 roprosontation 
of oye-witnosses, that the town of Birmingham, 
on the oceasion of a paltry Chaitist riot, which 
happened there a few yeas ago, had presented 
a scenc of more terriblo hayoe than any place 
he had ever seen taken by storm.” But, of a 


* The following aie tho duke’s wads:— This Inge town, 
one of the largest nud grentest manufactuiing towns in tho kings 
dom, containing proporty to an mmonge amount, has beon trentod 
like “n town takon by storm. Tlouses hayo been bint down, 
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certainty, the animosity of the Pahamentarians 
to the Cavalicis in Charles I’s icign; of the 
Protestants to tho Catholics in Charles J1’s3 of 
the “ paty of odor” in Fiance, dmg the heat 
of the Inte revolution, to the Socialists; of the 
Dako of Wollington and his .nformants to the 
Chartists, was love itaclf, whon sompared with tho 
ulter malignity which tho {nelish iosidents in 
India now hear to the revolted sepoys. How 
unjust, then, in us to give, as soon as asked for, an 
absoluto and uncritical credence to tales of horror, 
which have been borne all the way from Delhi or 
Cawnporo to Calcutta or Bombay, by tongues en- 
fronzied by 1age and malice, and incapable of any 
invention 01 exaggoation too monstrous 1 wn- 
natural to find entiance into fhe greedy ears to 
which it is addressed. I have no doubt but 
that many atrocitios have been committed by the 
sepoys, for it is in the very nature of things that, 
jn a time of such violent ferment, tus should be the 
ease, But when I remember tho deeds of ernelty 
that havo been committed, even by Emopean nations, 
wider the imputlse of political or r2ligious-fanaticism, 
«when J remomber the 1eign of terror in France, 
when I yemember the romorseless massacres 
which stained the cause of the Spamsh pataiots, in 
tho oarlior stages of their insmection agmust the 


othorg lave beon pillaged, and piopcity to an immense amount 
has hoon phindeied and destroyed, IT have beon in many towns 
tnkon by storm, but neyer have such outages occurred in them 
as wore vonunitted in this town Inat night.”-—( Hansard, vol. mx, 
p. 374) 
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military dom nation of the fist Napoloon,*—when 
Tiemember the hoiibla barbarities of which the 
Tush wae guilty in then rebelhon of 1641, and in 
thei: moro recent rebellion of 1798 ;-—whon I 1¢- 
member these things, and a hundred othes hke 
then, 1 confcss I hesitate to believe that the acts 
of the sepoys, if stated without vonom and exagge- 
ration, would be found to have execeded the ordinary 
measure of eiuelty to be expected from an insuigent 
and only half-civilized people, in whose hearts were 
rankling the msults and injuries of a wholo century 
of oppression. I may add, that tho editor of tho 
Ilindoo Patriot, aman of whom the Indian coie- 
spondent of the Zimes says, that ho is the most 
highly-educatod native in Tndin, doneunces, ag 
malignant calumnies, all tho fouler outrages im- 
puted to the sepoys,—all those prurient tortures, 
those hideous abominations, which have been so 
much talked about, but so little proved. And ho 
might no doupt have added, had he dared, that the 
stein aud ciifol mensures of roprossion adopted by 
the Buitish had been so magnified and distorted by 
popular rumour amongal the nativos, as to make 
cvory Hindoo and Mussyjman believe that thoir 
enemies were possessed with the spiit of demous.t 


* Suv Southoy's Tustury of the Donins dia Win, 

1 It hos beon vory gonosally consulerod that, in shying thon 
officers; the sepoys were guilty of an net of moro wanto1 aiuolly. 
This notion, howevo1, altogether ignores tho fnet that, on tho 
outhienk of a mr tiny, tho officors did not romain idle spectators 
of what was going foward, but bestiied thomsclvos to the 
utmost, and, in some eases with guecess, to restoie obediancs. 
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I pass on, my Lord, to another offeneo which has 
been impnicd to tho Sepoys, and whieh has om- 
bittered the public mind in this country against 
them almost as much as the chage of cruelty, 
We aro constantly told of tho “ ingratitude ” of tho 
Sepoys in rising against us: it is said that they 
have caten of our gall,” that we have always treated 
them with kindness and consideration, that their 
pay bas been bountiful, that thoir discipline has 
been mild, and that altogether them position hag 
been a highly advantageous one. Now, my Lord, 
it appeas to me that the matte: thus charged 
against the mutineers is really, if fairly construed, 
a 1edeoming feature in thei conduct. For it 
amounts to this, that the sepoys have not risen 
against us becauso they were, or fancied they were 
themselves ill-ticated or aggieved, as soldicis, but 
because they could not iepross the natural yearning 


Ys it then to bo wondered xt, xf the moro eonshicnons mutineors, 
who sav thei comades wavormg and inosolute unde tho 
oitveatiog, the remonstiances, the commands of thoir officers, and 
who know yory woll that if thoi: attempt fmlod they would 
thomsolves be blown by dozens fio 1 the eannon's mouth, should 
ab oneo out the matter shof by firing at the mon who alono 
soomed to stand betweon them and siecoss? No doubt, in some 
enses, to nets of violonco committed by the sepoys do not admit 
of this oxtenuntion; but we should remember that when mont 
once begin to do deads of blood, they nto soon wrought up to» 
pitch of wild fionzy, in which they lose all self conticl, and 
beeome, a8 it wero, possessed Tus, 1owoyer, God knows, ig nob 
pocuhar to the sopoys, 

* * This is not tho inet for they wore paid out of taxes lovied 
in thoiy own country. 
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of theh hearts for the independonco of thair country, 
Surely, if wo melo out to tho scpoys tho samo 
measme of justice which, in a similar caso, wo 
should claim for omsolves, wo shall admit it to be to 
their honour, that, though especially bencfitod them- 
selves by the foroign inle under which they served, 
they spurned all such narrow cgotistical considera 
tious, and thought only of theit duty to thei 
country. Suppose, my Lord, that the camp of 
Boulogne had not been an idle thieat, but that 
the fist Napoleon had actually invaded and con- 
quered us, and that ho had aftci wards beon silly or 
cynical enough to attompt to keop us in subjection 
by means of a pampered army of Hngleshmen; should 
we stigmatize that army a3 “ basely ungratoful,” as 
guilty of “a foul treason,” * if, on tho first favourable 
oppartunity, 16 1oge against our congucrors, and re- 
ostablishod out independoneo? On tho contrary, is 
there a man amongst us who wonld not have strained 
his voice till Yo was hoarse in huzzas for Dngland’s 
noble deliveyois? Austiia, boing a mulitmy dospot- 
ism, I hayé no doubt but that hor soldiers ate a 
piiviloged ‘class, and aro excecdingly well treated, as 
a reward for thei services.in onabling the Govern 
ment to treat all othe: classes exceedingly ills yet 
T never heard any one in this countay detounce 
“the baseiugiatitide” or the “foul trousun” of those 
Tlungarian soldies who, dming the late ervil war, 
desertod from the Austrian standards, and fought 
the hattles of their country against thoir former 





* Loid Brougham’s expressions: 
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sovercign, Tar fiom it; wo gave them our wamest 
sympathy, wo hailod them as he1oes and patriots, 
and we revere ag maityis those amongst them, who, 
at the ond of the wai, fell into the hands of their 
conqueror, and wore mercilessly dealt with by lnm as 
“yobels and mutinees.” The plain truth fs, the 
more the sepoys wei¢e pampered by us, tho less rca~ 
gon is there for suspecting them of any mere solfish 
foeling in rising against us; and, consequently, the 
more obvious is it that their mutiny was insphed by _ 
the (to Lnglishmen) no very unintelligible or un- 
worthy sontiment of impatience of a foreign yoke. 
I cannot admit, then, that the “ingratitude” of tho 
sepoys ought to stand for a momont in tho way of 
tho debt of justice which, according to my view, we 
owe 10 their country. 

Aga contiast to the pitiless policy wo have re 
cently pursued in dealing with “rebels” and “ mu- 
tines,” I submit to your lodship the following 
noblo proclamation, addressed, on the outhieak of 
the war with our reyolled American colomes, by 
Genoral Carloton, Governor of Quebee, to the Canu- 
dion militia, who had just beatan a body of iebels 
in the neighbourhood of Quebec :— 

“Whereas I am informed that many of his 
Majesty’s doluded subjects of the neighbouring 
provinces, labouing under wounds and divers disor- 
dois, are disporsed in the neigt boming woods and 
pavishos, and in groat danger of perishing for want of 
proper assistance: all captains and other officers of 
militia are hereby commanded to make diligent 
search for all such distressed persons, and afford 
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them all nec ssary rchef, and convey them tu the 
goneial hospital, whore proper caro shall bo {akon 
of them. All ieasonable oxpenses which may bo 
inemied in ecmplying w'th this order shall be ropaul 
by the iceeivei-goneial; and, lest a cousciousness 
of past offences should dotor such miserable wrotehes 
from iccoiving the assistance which thoir distsossed 
situation may require, 1 hereby make known to them 
that, as goon as thei: health 18 1estoied, thoy shall 
have free liberty to 1ctwn to thei: icspective pio- 
vinces.”* 

Bom in miid, my Lord, that the objects af all 
this tendorncss woie “ rebels;” ichels, tov, who, 
diawing theit blood fiom this countiy, owed a 
natural allegiance to the British crown, and whose 
guievanees, moto abstiact than piactical, wore, in 
comparison with those of the Indian people under 
ou rule, as “a mole-hill to Olympus.” 

Theie is one moro topre which calls for notice. 
Tlow—in whgt spirit—is Tndia, if yvo-conquered, 
henceforth t¢ be govoinod? 1 can anticipate the 
answer. T/shall bo told, no doubt, of the many 
blessings that we haye iu stoie fo. Tndia, as soon 
ag peace is 1esto1cd there: we shall span the gicat 
vivers with br dgey; wo shall sproad ove tho coun« 
try a network of inilways; we shall form tanks and 
leservoirs in the thirsty desort ; heio, wo shall mako 
canals for navigation, thero, for niigation; wo shall 
establish collegas, 1. all the great centies of popula 
tion; to educate the people, and thus 1aiso them, 


+ * Annual Register, vol xix p. 256. 
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moally and intellectually, in the somal seales we 
sliall cneoutaga husbandry; wo shall encourage 
trades wo shall encomage Emopean colonization 5 
in w word, wo shall teach the Thndoos, in a handed 
ways, how happy # thing it is for them to be under 
tlo yoke of Lingland. Alas, my Lod, hell, they 
sky, 18 paved with good intentions; and I strongly 
suspect that wo have here nothing but a heap of 
matorials for (hat same unlucky payement. I ask, 
1» it to bo believed that men, who, from tho vory 
Degiming have betiayod all the arrogance of gon- 
que1ois, and whose anoganco is now envenomed by 
the divest vindictiveness at furding that thoir bond- 
men, no longer patient of thoir yoke, ae too 
dangoious to be any longer simply despised,—is 
it to bo expocted, I ask, that when India is once 
more subduec, and hes at our moiey, these mon 
will, all ab once, and for tho firs) timo, diaplay an 
amiablo and gongrous spirit lowards the conquered 
county, —will think of nothing {so than the 
wolluo of the subject 1aco, and will Yury for over 
in oblivion all the cvents of the presek war,—the 
battles lost o1 wou init,—tho massac rou ycnicnet 
by or on them, their escapes, thoi fcars, then fierce 
vows of vengoance? No, my Gord, it requires no 
very deep knowledge of human nature to enable us 
to predict, with confidence, that, India once re 
conquorod, our reign there w Il be a reign of torioy, 
-—a ivign of terior, perbaps, such as the would has 
never before witnessed. Acmit that the govorn~ 
ment at home, somewhat aloof fiom the fierce spirit 
Which agitales our vast depe sency, should be dis» 
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posed to throw oil upon tho troubled waves, atill its 
beneficent intentions will inevitably bo fiustaated, 
as has constantly bocu the casv fiom the very coms 
menecment of our Eastorn empire, by the passions, 
the piejudices, and the intoicsts of the Mmopoan 
residents, who will ba sura fa seo, in a snhdned 
icbellion, a happy opportunity for inflicting upon 
tho conquered country evory ovil which eupidity, 
seoin, fear, revenge, and timuph, can inspire, 

How the poor Catholics of Ireland fared aftor 
the complete discomfituro at tho time of ow 
revolution we may lenin from history. But in that 
case thee were many chcumstances which tended 
to mitigate tho rigour of conquest, ‘Thongh the 
conquerors \wene Protestants, and the > donquoied 
Catholies, stillt they weie, evon in ieligion, in one, 
iespect alike ’ hey woio both Christians; more- 
over, they bot{f spoke tho same language, had tho 
same comploxtions, were, if somowhat d Meront in 
race, alike Hufopeans, and lived constantly sido by 
side m relati¢ns moro or less friendly: whereas tho 
Hindoos ae/kin to ourselves in no respect, exeopt 
in so a thoy mae men; thoy lve altogether 
apait fromng; and a war, crucl and oxterminating 
ina far gicater degreo than that which mado the 
Protestants the masters in Treland, and the Catho-~ 
lies thei: helots, is now effacing from the hoaits of 
both parties to our Indian conflict overy sontiment of 
humanity. I will tell you, my Lord, how we shall 
rile tho reconquored Indians: wo shall rule them 
much as tho planters of Geoigia or Louisiana 
would rule their slaves after a bloody and unsue- 
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cessful revolt; but with this difference, that. the- 
planters, for theli own sake, will always have some 
tonderncess towaids their slaves, whoso bodies aro 
their propeity; whereas tho Vinglish residonts in 
dndia will feol and act towards tho defeated natives 
simply as cnem.cs — cnemies fearod, hated, and 
despised, at one and the samo timo. 

Permit me, my Lord, to indulge in a somewhat 
eynical smilo at the ainiable ciedulity which sup- 
poses that wo shall ever take pains to oducate the 
Hindoos, to give them intellectual and moial oul+ 
turo, Knowledgo is power, and if we give it to 
India, dopond upon it she will make use of it as a 
weapon against our dominion, moto especially if it 
bo accompanied by that dignily of chaigeter, that 
solf-respoet, which always accompany moral culture. 
In sad tiuth, to govern the Tindoos we must atu- 
pify and demotalizo thom: snch is tho base tenure 
by which wo hold our Eastern dominion. Assmodly 
ibis not in the natuo of things that two hundred 
millions of people, taught by science to mako the 
peciot powers of natme do their bidding, enlight- 
ened by history, and exalted by moral and | political 
truths, should for over continue subject to a “hand fal 
of foreigners thinly scattered over then country, and 
no longer able to strike discontent with nwo by the 
spell of an intrinsic superiority. No, my Lord, I 
say you will do nothing in eainest to oducate the 
Hindoos—nothing to lift thom up to our own level 
nothing to make them good and great: I say 
you will not-—~I say you dure not. . 
* Whether the govermmont of om Eastern do- 


a0 


ninions remains as it is ab present, or be t anslered 
to the Crown 38, in my opimon, a matter of Tittle 
moment so {a1 as tho native Tndians are concerned ; 
because, in cisher case, our rule in India will still bo 
the hash one of conquest. Bub however this may 
be, as an Englishman, I protcst against tho chango 
which is now meditated, a change which will give to 
the Crown a large amount of additional patronage, 
and which audaciously assumcs, contrary to a thou- 
sand facts, aud especially contrary to the genius of the 
English coustitution, that gicat indepondent powers 
mm the state are nuisances, and that the only effectual 
security for the thé duo administration of a pablic 
trust i) to lodge it in the coutral govanment. 1 
piay, MpLoid, that India may not be avenged for 
the loss of Ro independence by being instiumental 
in shaking om ficedom. : 

And now, ny Lord, I have done. Tam not, T 
aggnro you, Vn or romantic cnough to beheye that 
any poor words of mine can altor tho euont of po- 
pular feeling/ which hag already sct in so powerfully 
in an opposite direction; a cunent, along which 
your Lordshiy, with all that doxterity which is your 
Lordship’s woll-known ol nractcristic, will, no doubt, 
glide, gaily and timmphanily for tho present. or 
my own pait, however bootless my task may be, [ 
chall, at all events, have tho satisfaction (no siall 
one to me) of having given a fice vent to senti- 
ments that have long been stiuggling within me for 
utterance. Whatever, my Loid, may bo the fashion 
of the moment, I must contmuo to denounéo in- 
justice and oppression, wher esoever, o1 by whomso-" 
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ever, thoy may he commttod; but especially I must 
denounce, whilst J especially deplore them, when 
thoy aro committod by my own countiymen:—a iace, 
happily blessed with {icodom in the midst of servile 
nations, aud, therefore, bound to mike nianifest to 
the wo.ld, by a policy of signal magaanimity,” Low 
glorious a thing frocdom is; how it makes men 
humane, whilst it makes them valiant,—how it 
inspires the sontimeuts that glow m the patriot’s 
heart, whilst it tompeis even those sentiments by 
the supremo control of justice, 


lam, 
My Lorp, 
Your Loidship’s humble and obedient servant, 


A PLAIN bt DAKLAR 


POSTSCRLET 
—— 


In tho foregoing pages, L have expressed a stiong 
conviecion, that the emiont tales about the atioci- 
ticsOf the scpoys require a lage abatertent, in 
order to bring them within the limits of\tanth. 
That [ have done so upon just grounds, let thd fol 
lowing short but significant paraginph, which ht 
this very day, appoared in the Times, hear w'tness: 
Unhappily, whilst the tiuth has been slowly siug~ 
ging into light, the passionate delusion of the hour 
has hued ug into many gets, which, had they been 

B 
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done by any othor nation, we should have been the 
fiist most strenuously to condemn, loro is the 
pmagraph 1 1ofer to :— 

“With reference to cases of alleged mutilation 
by the mutinoers and uatives of India, wo me te- 
quested to stale that several mombers of the Gono- 
yal Committeo of the Military Kehef Fund have 
made careful inquiries, aud have ascertamod that 
no such cases have come down the Ganges in any of 
the vessels of the Inland Steam Navigation Com- 
pany at Calcutta, nor have any come Lo England in 
any ship belonging to the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company.” 


Lov ON, 
Feb. 1. M58 


QHD DN. 
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